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1.3.1

ENERGY PARK

Introduction

Overview

This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) with Lincolnshire County Council
(‘LCC’) and Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue Service (‘LFR’) (Document Ref.
8.1) has been prepared on behalf of Beacon Fen Energy Park Ltd (the
‘Applicant’). It relates to the application (the ‘Application’) for a Development
Consent Order (‘DCQO’), that has been submitted to the Secretary of State (the
‘SoS’) for the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, under Section 37
of the Planning Act 2008 (the ‘2008 Act’).

The Applicant is seeking development consent for a ground-mounted solar
photovoltaic (‘PV’) electricity generation and battery energy storage system
(‘BESS’), together with associated grid connection infrastructure (the
‘Proposed Development’), at an area sited approximately 6.5 km northeast of
the village of Sleaford and 2.5 km north of Heckington (the ‘Site’). The
Proposed Development would have a generation capacity of approximately
400 megawatts (‘MW’) of electricity, with a 600MW BESS.

The Site corresponds to the entire Order Limits and represents the entire land
area required for construction, operation and decommissioning of the
Proposed Development. It is made up of the Solar Array Area (comprising the
solar PV and BESS infrastructure) the Cable Route Corridor (comprising an
electrical connection from the Solar Array Area to the Bicker Fen National Grid
400KV substation) and the Bespoke Access Corridor (for a bespoke access
from the A17 to the Solar Array Area). This is termed the Bespoke Access
Road.

The Proposed Development falls within the definition of a ‘Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project’ (‘NSIP’) under Section 14(1)(a) and Sections
15(1) and (2) of the 2008 Act, as it is an onshore generating station in England
that would have a generating capacity greater than 50MW electrical output.
As such, a DCO application is required to authorise the Proposed
Development in accordance with Section 31 of the 2008 Act.

The DCO, if made by the SoS, would be known as ‘The Beacon Fen Energy
Park Order 202[]' (the ‘Order’).

The Applicant

The Applicant is a subsidiary of Low Carbon Ltd (‘Low Carbon'). Low Carbon
is a privately-owned global renewable energy company.

The Proposed Site

The Site represents the entire Order Limits and is located east of Sleaford in
Lincolnshire. It extends to approximately 758ha and comprises of three
functional areas: the Solar Array Area, the Cable Route Corridor and the
Bespoke Access Corridor.
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Solar Array Area

1.3.2 The Solar Array Area is approximately 529ha in size and located to the north
of Heckington, centred at the National Grid Reference (‘NGR’) 514682
347825. The Solar Array Area is located wholly within the administrative areas
of North Kesteven District Council (‘NKDC’) and Lincolnshire County Council
(‘LCcC).

1.3.3 The Solar Array Area predominantly comprises agricultural land in arable use,
divided by ditches with sparse tree cover that is limited to small woodland

blocks and scattered hedgerow trees. A small reservoir is located in the south-
west of the Solar Array Area.

1.3.4 The Solar Array Area is bound to the south, west and north by local highways,
and bound to the east by the Car Dyke. Public Right of Way (‘PRoW’)
Ewer/12/1 extends across the north-eastern corner of the Site, close to the
northern Site boundary. There are no other PRoW within the Solar Array Area.

1.3.5 Villages in proximity to the Solar Array Area include:

e Howell immediately to the south-west, with Heckington c. 1.7km beyond;
Ewerby Thorpe immediately to the west, with Ewerby c. 1.1km beyond;
Anwick c. 2.7km to the north-west;

North Kyme c. 2.4km to the north; and
South Kyme c. 1.5km to the east.

Cable Route Corridor

1.3.6 The Cable Route Corridor is approximately 183 ha in size and extends c. 13km
south-east from the Solar Array Area to Bicker Fen substation, at NGR TF
19684 38599. The Cable Route Corridor is located wholly within the
administrative area of LCC. The maijority of the Cable Route Corridor is located
within the administrative area of NKDC, however the southern section is
located within BBC’s administrative area.

1.3.7 Land use within the Cable Route Corridor is predominantly agricultural. A
number of local highways cross the Cable Route Corridor, and the A17
crosses east to west within the north-west section of the Corridor. The railway
linking Heckington west to Sleaford and east to Swineshead intersects the
mid-section of the Corridor. There are a number of PRoW within the Cable
Route Corridor, including one alongside the South Forty Foot Drain which also
crosses the Cable Route Corridor.

Bespoke Access Corridor

1.3.8 The Bespoke Access Corridor is approximately 45.4 ha in size comprising
predominantly agricultural land and extends approximately 3km south-west
from the Solar Array Area to the A17. The Bespoke Access Corridor is located
wholly within the administrative areas of LCC and NKDC.

1.3.9 The Bespoke Access Corridor has been refined during the pre-application
stage, informed by results from environmental surveys and consultation
feedback.

1.3.10 Asgarby Road and Heckington Road crosses the Bespoke Access Corridor
and there are four PRoW located within the route.
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1.4 The Proposed Development

1.4.1 The main components of the Proposed Development are summarised below
and defined in Schedule 1 of the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1).

Solar Array Area

1.4.2 The Solar Array Area consists of solar PV panels and modular ground-
mounting structures. The height of the panels considered will be up to 3.9m
above ground level in fields to the east and 3.5m above ground level in fields
to the west, south and an isolated field in the north. The proposal is for a fixed
(i.e., static) panel orientation, facing due south which is commonly seen on
existing UK solar farms, and angled 10° to 45° from horizontal. Supporting
infrastructure includes inverters, combiner boxes, transformers and
switchgear converting the Direct Current (‘DC’) to Alternating Current (‘AC’)
and stepping up the voltage so it can be exported to the National Grid. An
inverter, transformer and switchgear comprised together is termed a Power
Conversion Unit (PCU).

1.4.3 A600MW BESS adjacent to the Onsite Substation is included in the Proposed
Development within the Solar Array Area. This will allow the electricity
generated by the panels to be stored on site at times when grid demand is
low, then exported at times of higher demand. The BESS containers and
switch rooms are anticipated to be up to 8m x 3m in size, with a height of up
to 4.5m.

1.4.4 Low voltage onsite electrical cabling is required to connect the PV modules
and BESS to the inverters, and the inverters to the onsite transformers. Higher
voltage cables are required between the transformers and the switchgear and
from switchgear to the substation.

1.4.5 Anew Onsite Substation is proposed and would have up to four High Voltage
(HV) transformers with a maximum footprint of no more than 40,000m2 (e.g.
250m x 160m (or 200m x 200m)) and a height of up to 13m). The Onsite
Substation will include a 33kV switchroom, control and storage buildings that
would house office space and welfare facilities, as well as operational
monitoring and maintenance equipment and equipment for reactive
compensation and/or harmonic filtering. The design control building and
office/welfare will be defined as part of detailed design.

1.4.6 The perimeter fence would likely comprise standard post and wire, deer
fencing up to 3m tall around the Solar Array Area. Security fencing, up to 3.4m
will be installed around the substation compounds and, possibly, other
infrastructure / compounds. Acoustic fencing, up to 4m tall, may be required
around the BESS, subject to the detailed design and layout.

1.4.7 Mounted internal-facing closed circuit television (CCTV) systems will likely be
deployed around the perimeter of the operational areas of the Site; anticipated
to be 5m high. The CCTV cameras would have fixed view sheds and will be
aligned to face along the fence. Motion detection security lighting will be used
around the electrical infrastructure and potentially at other pieces of critical
infrastructure.

1.4.8 During construction, temporary construction compounds will be required, as
well as temporary roadways, to enable access to all the land within the Site.

3
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Localised earthworks to form suitable development platform for the substation
and BESS will also be required.

1.4.9 There will be one primary access on the western edge of the Solar Array Area
and a secondary access to the north, both of which will allow larger vehicles
(including first responder vehicles) to access the BESS and Onsite Substation.
Tertiary operational access primarily for smaller vehicles is provided to the
north west and south.

1.4.10 PRoW Ewer/12/1 is being extended in a south and westerly direction as a
permissive path terminating in the vicinity of Ewerby Thorpe, and will be in
place for the operational duration of the Proposed Development. The exact
route of the permissive path will be determined via the discharge of a
requirement in the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1), but is anticipated to run
in a south easterly direction along Car Dyke then heading south west on the
north side of Hodge Dike. An undetermined number of footbridges (unlikely to
be more than eight in number) to cross existing watercourses will be required
and will require the usual water course crossing agreements to be sought with
the relevant Internal Drainage Board (IDB) in parallel with the discharge of the
requirement.

Cable Route

1.4.11 The Cable Route running between the Solar Array Area and the Bicker Fen
400kV Substation will be constructed through trenched methods and, where
required, trenchless methods.

1.4.12 During construction, temporary construction compounds will be required
approximately every 1-3 km, as well as temporary roadways, to enable access
to all land. It is anticipated that there will be 6 main compounds that are
distributed at approximately equal distances along the cable route to facilitate
proper construction management. Smaller temporary compounds may also be
located anywhere within the final working area.

1.4.13 Vegetation and hedgerows lost during construction of the Cable Route will be
re-instated where possible subject to easement restrictions.

Bespoke Access Corridor-Road

1.4.14 A dedicated access from the A17 to the Solar Array Area is required. It will be
constructed in advance of material construction commencing on the Solar
Array Area and will facilitate construction in that area. During construction,
temporary construction compounds will be required which may be anywhere
along the route.

1.4.15 The Bespoke Access Road will likely be the last component of the Proposed
Development to be removed as it will be used to facilitate decommissioning of
the Solar Array Area. Whilst it is assumed for the Environmental Statement
(‘ES’) (Document Ref: 6.1 — 6.4.80) that the road will be removed (unless
otherwise stated in the relevant chapter), it is possible that engagement with
the landowners at that time will establish a preference for it to be retained.
Optionality has been deliberately retained in the Application to facilitate such
a scenario.

1.4.16 There will be no permanent lighting installed and access will be controlled
through gates at all stages.
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1.4.17 Vegetation and hedgerows lost during construction of the Bespoke Access
Road will be re-instated following decommissioning subject to the road being
removed.

In any or all of the above areas

1.4.18 Along with the above, in any or all of the three areas, the Proposed
Development will include the following (subject to certain requirements):

e Access tracks of between 3.5m to 9m width for construction access and
routine maintenance when operational. Access tracks located adjacent to
drainage ditches will incorporate the necessary ecological, Environment
Agency (EA) and/or Internal Drainage Board (IDB) buffers where
required;

e Boundary treatments, means of enclosure, security measures, and paths;

e Landscaping and reinstatement planting and Biodiversity Net Gain
related habitats;

e Flood resilience measures including swales and storm water attenuation,
and works to existing irrigation systems;

o Utility diversions;

e Bunds, embankments, protective works to buildings, maintenance and
improvement of streets; and

e Construction related (and decommissioning related) work sites.

Bicker Fen Substation Works

1.4.19 The extension of Bicker Fen substation will include a new generation bay, a
new generation bay control room and a perimeter access road. A new
generation bay will also include electrical equipment required for connection
to the transmission system.

1.4.20 National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (‘NGET’) have requested that there
be optionality within the design of the extension to Bicker Fen substation. The
two design options that have been assessed in the ES (Document Ref: 6.1 —
6.4.80) and included in the Application are: Air Insulated Switchgear (‘AlS’)
and Gas Insulated Switchgear (‘GIS’).

+4-21—A Change Request was accepted by the Examining Authority into examination
in a procedural decision dated 19 December 2025 (PD-015). This relates to a
change to the proposed extension to the Bicker Fen Substation following from
continued engagement between the Applicant and National Grid Electricity
Transmission plc. The new design of the proposed extension includes the
construction of a new overhead line (OHL) tower of up to 56.2 metres (m) in
height with 4 legs, each supported on a square excavation of up to 7m by 7m
wide and up to 5m deep. In addition, it also includes new 400kV cabling and
associated works. This henceforth forms part of the Application.

44221.4.21

Draft Development Consent Order

44.231.4.22 The Proposed Development is described in detail in Schedule 1 to the
Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1), and the areas in which each component
(the ‘Work Numbers’) may be constructed are shown on the Works Plans
(Document Ref: 2.4 /| ASCR-00064).
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44-241.4.23 The Proposed Development is split into 10 Work Numbers as follows:

e Work No. 1 —a ground mounted solar photovoltaic generating station with
a gross electrical output capacity of over 50 megawatts;

e Work No. 2 — a battery energy storage system compound and
associated works (including fire safety infrastructure);

e Work No. 3 — development of an onsite substation and associated
works;

e Work No. 4 — works in connection with electrical cabling and associated

compounds;

Work No. 5 — works to the existing Bicker Fen National Grid substation

to create a new generation bay, overhead line tower and cabling, and

substation extension;

e Work No. 6 — various ancillary works relating to the Solar Array Area,
including cabling, fencing, security features, access tracks, watercourse
crossings and landscaping and biodiversity mitigation measures;

e Work No. 7 — construction and decommissioning compounds in
connection with Work Nos. 1, 2 and 3;

e Work No. 8 — works to create the Bespoke Access Road;

e Work No. 9 — areas of habitat management; and

e Work No. 10 — works to facilitate access to Work Nos. 1 to 9.

44-251.4.24 In addition, Schedule 1 to the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1) lists other

1.5

1.5.1

1.5.2

1.6

1.6.1

associated works (referred to as "further associated development") which may
be carried out in connection with the construction of Work Nos. 1 to 10.

The Development Consent Order Process

As a NSIP, the Applicant is required to seek a DCO to obtain planning and
other powers to construct, operate and maintain the generating station, in
accordance with Section 31 of the 2008 Act. Sections 42 to 48 of the 2008 Act
govern the consultation that an applicant must carry out before submitting an
application for a DCO and Section 37 of the 2008 Act governs the form,
content and accompanying documents that are required as part of a DCO
application.

An application for development consent for the Proposed Development has
been submitted to and accepted for examination by the Planning Inspectorate
(‘PINS’) acting on behalf of the SoS. PINS is now examining the Application
and will make a recommendation to the SoS, who will then decide whether or
not to make (grant) the DCO.

Purpose of this Document

This document is intended to summarise clearly the agreements reached
between the Applicant and the parties on matters relevant to the examination
of the Application, in order to assist the Examining Authority to understand
progress of negotiations between the parties. It has been prepared having
regard to the guidance in Planning Act 2008: Pre-examination stage for
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects and Planning Act 2008:
Examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government and Department for Levelling
Up, Housing and Communities, April 2024).
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1.7

1.7.1

ENERGY PARK

It is intended that the SoCG will provide information for the examination
process, facilitating a smooth and efficient examination and managing the
amount of material that needs to be submitted. Updates to this document will
be made periodically (and on request) during the examination, with a view to
submitting a final version of the SoCG at the end of the examination.

Role of key stakeholders

This SoCG refers to communications and correspondence between a number
of key stakeholders. The role of each stakeholder is summarised Table 1.1
below.

Table 1.1 — Role of key stakeholders
STAKEHOLDER ROLE

Beacon Fen Energy Park | The Applicant

Limited

Lincolnshire County Council | Local Planning Authority (County)

(‘LCC)

Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue | Fire and Rescue Authority, and consultee under

Service ('LFR'") Section 42(1)(a) of the 2008 Act

North Kesteven District | Local Planning Authority (District) for part of the

Council (‘NKDC’) Proposed Development, including Work Nos 1-3
and 6-8

Boston Borough  Council | Local Planning Authority (District) for part of the

(‘BBC’) Proposed Development, including Work No. 5

DWD Property and Planning | Planning consultants for the Applicant

(‘'DWD’)

SLR Consulting (‘SLR’) Environmental assessment consultants for the
Applicant

Pier Communication and stakeholder engagement

consultants for the Applicant

Herbert ~ Smith Freehills | Solicitors for the Applicant

Kramer LLP ("HSF Kramer')

Ardent Management Limited | Land referencing consultants for the Applicant

(‘Ardent Management’)

1.7.2

1.8

1.8.1

1.8.2

This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where
agreement has been reached between the parties, where agreement has not
been reached (and that is the parties’ final position) and where discussions
are still ongoing.

Status of this Version

This SoCG is intended to be prepared in consultation with LCC. Draft versions
of the SoCG were provided with the submission of the application and at
Deadlines 1, 4 and 6.

The current version is intended to be a final version of the SoCG and
represents a summary of the eurrentfinal position of the Applicant and LCC in
relation to specific matters that have been under discussion to date.
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4-851.8.3 The document is structured as follows:

e Section 2 — summarises the consultation undertaken with LCC and LFR,
and correspondence sent by each party prior to examination;

e Section 3 — sets out the matters agreed between LCC and the Applicant
during pre-application stage;

e Section 4 — sets out the matters agreed between LCC and the Applicant
during pre-examination stage;

e Section 5 — sets out the matters agreed between LCC and the Applicant
during examination stage;

e Section 6 — sets out the matters not agreed ecurrenthy—still-subjectto
diseussion-between LCC and the Applicant;

e Section 7 — sets out the matters agreed between LFR and the Applicant
during pre-examination stage;

e Section 8 — sets out the matters currently still subject to discussion
between LFR and the Applicant.
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2. Summary of Key Consultation

211

The below Table 2.1 contains a record of pertinent key correspondence

between the Applicant, LCC and LFR.

Table 2.1 — Summary of Correspondence

DATE FORM OF NOTES
CORRESPONDENCE
27/02/2023 | Meeting with LCC and Introductory meeting.
SLR
20/03/2023 | Meeting with LCC, DWD | Meeting to discuss project timeframes,
and SLR steps and key issues from Council.
24/05/2023 | Meeting with LCC and Meeting to discuss phased approach to
SLR the geophysical survey.
25/05/2023 | Meeting with LCC Briefing LCC Councillors on the project.
01/06/2023 | Meeting with LCC and Meeting to discuss the geophysical survey
SLR results and archaeological approach.
13/06/2023 | Meeting with LCC Meeting to discuss access routes and
Highways team and SLR | survey locations. LCC outlined preference
transport planning team | of ‘left-in/left-out’ access on the A17.
10/08/2023 | Meeting with LCC and Meeting to update LCC on the project
DWD changes, including the removal of ‘Beacon
Fen South’.
04/10/2023 | Draft Statement of It was requested that feedback on the
Community Consultation | SoCC was returned by 5pm on 8
(‘SoCC’) shared with November 2023. This provided a 36-day
LPAs long consultation period, eight days longer
20/10/2023 | Feedback on SoCC than the 28-day period required by Section
received from LCC. 47(3) of the PA 2008.
27/10/2023 | Meeting between the Introducing LFR to the Proposed
Applicant and LFR Development and discussing the DCO
process, activities being undertaken by the
Applicant and working together going
forward.
21/11/2023 | Meeting with LCC and Applicant briefing on the bespoke access
LCC Highways team road.
10/01/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to brief LCC, BBC and NKDC.
NKDC and BBC with Discussed the Bespoke Access Road,
DWD, SLR and Pier. mitigation masterplan and future
engagement.
11/01/2024 | Meeting with LCC and Update on the Bespoke Access Road,
DWD archaeology and community benefits.
17/01/2024 | Letter from DWD (on Section 42 statutory consultation with
behalf of Applicant) to project information, including the PEIR
LCC and non-technical summary.
17/01/2024 | Letter and/or email from | Section 42 statutory consultation letter

Ardent Management (on
behalf of Applicant) to
LFR

sent advising commencement of the
statutory consultation period on
22/01/2024 and providing project
information, including the PEIR and non-
technical summary. LFR returned an initial
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response to this consultation on
31/01/2024 and provided confirmation on
08/03/2024 that project changes do not
change their initial advice.

LFR returned a more detailed response on
25/04/2024 after statutory consultation
had closed (a late response) however, the
Applicant was able to consider the
response.

12/12/2023 | Email from LCC Responses from LCC the list of cumulative
developments to be considered in the
Environmental Statement (ES).
07/02/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to provide update to Councils
NKDC and BBC with during the statutory consultation period
DWD, SLR and Pier regarding progress and discuss
biodiversity mapping.
08/03/2024 | Statutory Consultation In response to Section 42 consultation
response from LCC which commenced 1 January 2025.
03/04/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to provide update to Councils and
NKDC and BBC with discuss Councils' PEIR responses.
DWD and Pier
01/05/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to discuss Public Rights of Way
NKDC and BBC and statutory consultation feedback on
community benefits.
10/05/2024 | Meeting between the Project update meeting to discuss
Applicant and LFR legislation and guidance, and the specifics
of the Proposed Development including
access, layout and water supply options.
13/05/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to discuss community benefits.
NKDC and BBC
24/05/2024 | Letter from the Applicant | Response to matters raised by LFR in
to LFR section 42 consultation.
03/06/2024 | Meeting with SLR and Meeting regarding the proposed bespoke
LCC access road.
26/06/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to discuss the project programme,
NKDC and BBC permissive paths and community benefit.
28/08/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to discuss the second round of
NKDC and BBC targeted consultation, permissive path,
cable route and bespoke road red line
boundary.
20/10/2024 | Letter from LCC to DWD | LCC provided response on their review of
the draft SoCC.
24/10/2024 | Meeting with Applicant briefing the team developing the
Lincolnshire LNRS Lincolnshire Local Nature Recovery
Strategies (LNRS).
08/11/2024 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to provide Councils with a general

NKDC and BBC

update and information on archaeology,
and discuss the adequacy of consultation
milestone, principles of disagreement/
statements of common ground (SoCGs)
and local employment plan. Following the
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meeting LCC with provided an email with
permitting scheme information.

06/12/2024 | Email from LCC LCC comments on the Adequacy of
Consultation Milestone confirming that the
Applicant has, to date, carried out
adequate pre-application consultation in
accordance with the requirements as set
out in ss. 42, 47 and 48 of the 2008 Act.

12/12/2024 | Email from LCC Feedback from LCC regarding proposed
Targeted Consultation for project updates.

13/12/2024 | Letter from DWD (on Targeted Consultation letter regarding

behalf of Applicant) to project updates and changes.
LCC

18/12/2024 | Email from LCC Providing comments on proposed agenda
for 15 January 2025 meeting.

20/12/2024 | Email from HSF Kramer | Initial email regarding framework for draft

to LFR protective provisions.

06/01/2025 | Email from LCC Responses from LCC on review of
updated list of cumulative developments to
be considered in the ES.

15/01/2025 | Joint meeting with LCC, | Meeting to provide Councils with a general

NKDC and BBC with update and discuss Councils s42
DWD responses. Also discussed SoCGs and
community benefit fund.

17/01/2025 | Targeted Consultation In response to Targeted Consultation

Response from LCC which commenced 13 December 2024.

27/01/2025 | Email from LCC LCC confirmed they would not seek to

Highways adopt any of the Bespoke Access Road.
LCC confirmed that the applicant should
ensure any junctions proposed within the
existing adopted highway are suitable.

12/02/2025 | Letter and email sent Proposed draft protective provisions

from Low Carbon to LFR | provided to LFR. Response received from
LFR on 12/02/2025, confirming that LFR
were happy with the details contained
within the protective provisions, but noting
that as they will be contained within the
Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1), they will
be subject to scrutiny by LRF's legal
representative.

26/02/2025 | Email from LCC to SLR | Discussion of trial trenching weekly
updates as required.

28/02/2025 | Email from LCC to SLR | Discussion of outstanding archaeological
fieldwork reports to view prior to
submission.

28/02/2025 | Email from LCC to SLR | Acknowledging receipt of archaeological
fieldwork documents as required.

05/03/2025 | Meeting with LCC and Review of draft highway and streets

HSF Kramer articles of DCO.
13/03/2025 | Email from to SLR to Setting up a meeting regarding

LCC

preparation of the Archaeological
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Mitigation Strategy (AMS) as a draft for
submission of DCO application.

18/03/2025

Email from LCC to SLR

Confirmation of receipt of archaeological
evaluation reports.

26/06/2025

Joint meeting with LCC,
NKDC with DWD

Meeting to discuss matters and actions
following submission of the Application.
Provided Councils with a general update
and discussed Councils key concerns.

08/07/2025

Email from DWD (on
behalf of Applicant) to
LCC

Applicant provided the proposed specific
Biodiversity Net Gain (‘BNG’) metrics in
Microsoft Excel format for LCC
information.

22/07/2025

Email from SLR to LCC

Issuing second draft of the AMS to LCC.

13/08/2025

Email from SLR to LCC

Set up a meeting regarding final review of
the AMS.

14/08/2025

Joint meeting with LCC,
NKDC with DWD

Meeting to discuss ecology specific
matters following submission of the
Application, including BNG, BNG
Monitoring, Great Crested Newt, Habitats
Regulation Assessment and ecological
streeting group.

15/08/2025

Meeting with LCC and
SLR

Finalisation of the AMS.

15/08/2025

Email from LCC to SLR

Email from LCC to SLR to highlight
comments and minor issues from first
review of AMS.

15/08/2025

Joint meeting with LCC,
NKDC with DWD

Meeting to discuss heritage specific
matters following submission of the
Application, including Asgarby Church,
Kyme Tower, Boughton House, Howell
Hall and Gashes Barn.

05/09/2025

Site meeting with SLR
and LCC.

Discussion of heritage specific matters at
start of examination period to include
discussion regarding Asgarby Church,
Kyme Tower, Boughton House, Howell
Hall and Gashes Barn and other non-
designated heritage assets.

19/09/2025

Email from LCC to SLR

Email from LCC to SLR highlighting final
comments on second draft of AMS, LCC
confirmed that LCC has agreed with the
approach taken for the Archaeological
Mitigation Strategy.

30/09/2025

Email from LCC to SLR

Clarification of LCCs position on
designated heritage assets Asgarby
Church, Kyme Tower, Boughton House
and Howell Hall and non-designated
heritage assets including Gashes Barn
and Westmoreland Farm.

10/10/2025

Email from LCC to SLR

Issuing the final 2 minor comments on the
third draft of the AMS and that once
amended the approach from the AMS was
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agreed. LCC also indicated that HE would
like to view the AMS as agreed.

28/10/2025 | Meeting with LCC, Meeting to discuss key agricultural land,
NKDC, the Applicant, soils and socio-economics matters
SLR and relevant following responses to Local Impact
LCC/NKDC specialists Reports.

29/10/2025 | Meeting with LCC, Meeting to discuss key heritage and other
NKDC, the Applicant, general matters following responses to
SLR and relevant Local Impact Reports.
LCC/NKDC specialists

30/10/2025 | Meeting with LCC, Meeting to discuss key ecology matters
NKDC, the Applicant, following responses to Local Impact
SLR and relevant Reports.
LCC/NKDC specialists

30/10/2025 | Emails between Emails confirming that the CEMP will be

to Applicant and LCC updated to include Archaeological Clerk of

31/10/2025 Works.

11/11/2025 | Email from LCC to SLR | Email from LCC to SLR suggesting draft
CTMP is updated to include wording
around Delivery of Road Modifications, in
line with that provided in Springwell
Energy Farm Limited oCTMP.

04/11/2025 | Emails between LCC Following the meetings to discuss key

to and the Applicant outstanding matters, several emails have

13/11/2025 been exchanged to address actions from
the meetings and resolve these matters.

01/12/2025 | Meeting between the Meeting to discuss outstanding ecology

Applicant and LCC'’s matters.
ecologist

15/01/2026 | Emails between LCC The Applicant emailed LCC to explain

and and the Applicant where the Sequential Test Assessment

30/01/2026 can be found and what has changed. LCC
provided a summary response of their
Deadline 7 submission

22/01/2026 | Meeting betw-een the Meeting to discuss outstanding landscape

Applicant and NKDC and | and soil matters.
LCC’s landscape
consultant
23/01/2026 | Meeting between the Meeting to discuss securing Ecological
Applicant, LCC and Steering Group, Stepping Out Walk and
NKDC Skills and Employment Plan
26/01/2026 | Meeting between the Meeting to discuss outstanding heritage

Applicant, LCC and
NKDC

matters.
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Matters Agreed during Pre-

Application Stage

3.1.1

The below Table 3.1 contains a list of ‘matters agreed’ between LCC and the

Applicant correct at the date of the submission of the Application along with a
concise commentary of what the item refers to and how it came to be agreed
between the two parties.

Table 3.1 — List of Matters Agreed with LCC during Pre-Application Stage

MATTER

COMMENTARY

Adequacy of
consultation

LCC was consulted informally and formally by the Applicant
throughout the pre-application process regarding the approach to
consultation and content and scope of the Statement of
Community Consultation (‘SoCC’). LCC provided comments on
the draft SoCC, which were taken into account before the SoCC
was published. Specialist Council officers have also been
consulted in relation to highway, public rights of way and
archaeology matters.

The Applicant has consulted with LCC throughout the pre-
application process and undertaken statutory (and targeted
statutory) consultation in accordance with the requirements as set
out in Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the 2008 Act.

LCC has formed the view (letter dated 5 December 2024):

LCC is of the view that Beacon Fen Energy Park Ltd to date has
carried out adequate pre-application consultation in accordance
with the requirements as set out in Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the
Act.

Need for a solar
and battery

National Policy Statements (‘NPSs’) and other UK national policy
recognise that solar plays a key role in achieving the

project in Government’s carbon reduction targets. NPS EN-1 sets outs the

general and of urgent need for new electricity generation capacity and the

this scale importance of decarbonising the power and industrial sectors in
the UK to meet climate targets, and the NPS’s require the
Secretary of State to give significant weight to this needs case for
renewable energy projects when considering an application.
As per the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan, the Government
expects at least a further 21.2GW in deployment of new
renewable projects within just 6 years to reach their target of 45-
47 GW, by 2030. To support this growth, an extra 23-27 GW of
battery storage is needed by 2030 to provide flexible capacity.
LCC agree that these are relevant statements from national
policy in respect of solar development.

Principles The Proposed Development will also include a new Bespoke

regarding the Access Road from the A17 to the Solar Array Area, as well as a

proposed secondary access to the south. The Bespoke Access Road is

construction required to provide direct access to the Solar Array Area from the

access highway network, as local roads were identified as not suitable for

arrangements haulage of larger infrastructure. LCC, as local Highway Authority,
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agree with the principle that a Bespoke Access Road is
preferable rather than the use of the local road network. In terms
of the route selected LCC would need to review the submission
documents to determine whether it would be the most suitable.

Planning history

The Applicant has provided a list of past planning decisions for
the land within the proposed Order Limits (see Appendix 1)
based on the online public register along with information held by
the Applicant relating to historical consents at the Proposed
Development Site. LCC agree that the national planning history is
accurate and that there is no relevant LCC planning history.

Elements of the
approach to
archaeological
evaluation pre-
application

The Applicant, SLR and LCC discussed the proposed approach
to archaeological evaluation at several meetings throughout the
pre-application stage.

The Applicant also consulted with LCC regarding proposed
project boundary changes and in an email on 17 January 2025,
LCC confirmed that they had no objections to the changes under
the assumption that these additional areas will be appropriately
assessed for archaeological potential, as per the National
Planning Policy Framework, EIA Regulations and NPS EN-1.

LCC and the Applicant have agreed on the following matters
relating to archaeology:

e LCC and the Applicant have agreed on a suitable study
area for the historic environment baseline assessment.

e The methodological approach for the assessment,
including desk-based assessment, geophysical survey and
aerial assessment, has been agreed with the Applicant. All
Written Schemes of Investigation for surveys have been
submitted to and approved by LCC.

o Full aerial assessment, comprising aerial photographic
analysis and LIiDAR analysis, has been completed for the
full redline boundary.

As requested by LCC and accepted by the Applicant, where the
assessment indicates archaeological potential exists or an impact
may occur, additional proportionate evaluation may be required at
a suitable point before construction, to better understand the
significance and potential impact.

The Applicant has started consultations with the LCC
archaeological officer to work towards broad agreement on the
conclusions and recommendations for mitigation to be included
within ES Appendix 8.11: Archaeological Mitigation Strategy
(‘AMS’) (APP-153).

List of
requirement
discharge
documents —
agreement to
principle

The Applicant has provided a list of documents to be submitted at
requirement discharge stage (see Appendix 2) that are proposed
to control or mitigate the likely effects of the Proposed
Development or provide enhancement or deliver policy benefits.
The Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1) sets out the proposed
timings and contents of these documents.
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LCC agree that the list of documents to be submitted at
requirement discharge stage are of the type LCC would expect to
see for a proposal of this type, however, other documents may be
required as the examination progresses.

National
planning policy

It is agreed between LCC and the Applicant that the following
NPSs are relevant to the Application and provide the primary
basis for decisions by the SoS in relation to the Application:

e The Overarching NPS for Energy (EN-1);
e The NPS for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3); and
e The NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5).

It is agreed that the National Planning Policy Framework
(December 2024) may also be relevant to the consideration of the
Application.

The Applicant has set out accordance with the relevant local
planning policies in the Planning Statement (APP-277).

Local
development
plan policy

It is agreed that section 104 of the PA 2008 states that the SoS
must have regard to other matters that are ‘important and
relevant’, and it is agreed that that includes the development
plan(s) in force in the area. It is also agreed that EN-1 is clear
that in the event of any conflict between a NPS and a local
development plan document, the NPS prevails for the purpose of
SoS decision-making given the national significance of the
infrastructure concerned.

It is agreed that the following LCC planning policy documents are
most relevant to the Proposed Development:

e South East Lincolnshire Local Plan 2011-2036

e Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (adopted April 2023)

e Lincolnshire Minerals and Waste Plan (Core Strategy and
Development Management Policies adopted 2016 and Site
Locations adopted 2017)

e Lincolnshire County Council Green Masterplan (adopted
2020) including the Carbon Management Plan

e Joint Lincolnshire Flood Risk and Water Management
Strategy 2019-2050

e Lincolnshire Local Transport Plan 5 (adopted 2022)

e Lincolnshire County Council Highway and Flood Authority,
Development Road and Sustainable Drainage
Specification and Construction (adopted March 2021).

It is further agreed that the following policies from each of the
above documents are most relevant to the Proposed
Development.

Central Lincolnshire Local Plan
e S1-The Spatial Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy
e S5, Part E - Development in the Countryside (Part E: Non-
residential development)
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S8 - Reducing Energy Consumption — Non-Residential
Buildings

S9 - Decentralised Energy Networks and Combined Heat
and Power

S10 - Supporting a Circular Economy

S11 - Embodied Carbon

S12 - Water Efficiency and Sustainable Water
Management

S14 - Renewable Energy

S15 - Protecting Renewable Energy Infrastructure
S16 - Wider Energy Infrastructure

S20 - Resilient and Adaptable Design

S21 - Flood Risk and Water Resources

S34 - Non-designated Employment Proposals in the
Countryside

S45 - Strategic Infrastructure Requirements

S47 - Accessibility and Transport

S48 - Walking and Cycling Infrastructure

S49 - Parking Provision

S53 - Design and Amenity

S57 - Historic Environment

S59 - Green and Blue Infrastructure Network

S60 - Protecting Biodiversity and Geodiversity

S61 - Biodiversity Opportunity and Delivering Measurable
Net Gains

S66 - Tress, Woodland and Hedgerows

S67 - Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land

South East Lincolnshire Local Plan:

1 - Spatial Strategy (Part D)

2 - Development Management

3 - Design of New Development

4 - Approach to Flood Risk

28 - The Natural Environment

29 - The Historic Environment

30 - Pollution

31 - Climate Change and Renewable and Low Carbon
Energy

32 - Community, Health and Wellbeing

Local Transport Plan 5

Policy EC3
Policy EC 5
Policy GREEN4
Policy ENV1
Policy ENV5

Lincolnshire Minerals and Waste Plan

Policy M11
Policy M12
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LCC agree that the development plan documents listed are
relevant to the proposed development. However, in terms of the
relevance of specific policies, LCC would wish to review the
submission documents to determine their individual relevance.

PRoW and
recreation
(Solar Array
Area)

In addition to the permissive path proposed in the north-east of
the site at the PEIR stage, the project will include another, longer
permissive path through the east and centre of the solar array
area, connecting these paths to the existing PRoW network (see
Appendix 3). In principle, LCC are supportive of the Applicant
committing to a substantial length of permissive path, with routing
to be subject to the relevant requirements. The proposed routing
includes 7 ditch crossings but the layout is indicative (and by
definition the permissive path is indicative). The footbridges and
permissive pathways will be for the duration of the operation of
the Proposed Development only. LCC would wish to consider this
further once the submission documents are available.

There are a number of PRoW within the Cable Route Corridor,
including one alongside the South Forty Foot Drain which also
crosses the Cable Route Corridor. There are four PRoW located
within the Bespoke Access Corridor (‘BAC’). These are discussed
in detail in the Environmental Statement Chapter 15: Socio-
Economics (APP-066).

List of other
nearby
developments to
be considered in
cumulative
impact
assessment

A long list of cumulative developments was prepared and sent to
LCC on 17th December 2024. The shortlist of developments
considered within the inter-cumulative assessment (Appendix
4.2: Cumulative Assessment: Short List (APP-082)) was
subsequently updated in respect of LCC responses.
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4. LCC: Matters Agreed during Pre-
Examination Stage

4.1.1 The below Table 4.1 contains a list of ‘matters agreed’ between LCC and the
Applicant, correct at the date of the submission of this SoCG.

Table 4.1 — List of Matters Agreed with LCC during Pre-Examination Stage
MATTER COMMENTARY

Mineral While the site area intersects with a Minerals-SafeguardingArea
Safeguarding | {MSA) for sand and gravel and Policy M11 of the Lincolnshire

Assessment Mineral and Waste Local Plan technically requires the developer to
(‘MSA) provide a Minerals Assessment, LCC and the Applicant agree that
there is no requirement to undertake a minerals assessment for
this project.

Landscape While the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment within ES
and visual Chapter 6: Landscape and Visual (APP-057) identifies that the
effects Proposed Development would result in significant adverse visual

effects at a Site level, which is of concern to LCC, the judgement
and methodology applied within the LVIA is reasoned.

It is agreed that the scale and extent of development would also
lead to Significant Adverse effects on views from visual receptors,
however the planting, if established effectively would go some way
in screening and integrating the proposals in views, upon which the
reduction of the significant landscape and visual effects relies.

Archaeology The Applicant and LCC discussed the proposed approach to
archaeological evaluation at several meetings throughout the pre-
application and pre-examination stages.

The following matters have now been resolved between the
Applicant and LCC:

e The final document detailing the baseline assessment results
have been provided to LCC with the DCO submission, and
LCC is satisfied that there will be sufficient baseline data to
inform the final archaeological mitigation strategy (‘(AMS’).

e Adraft form of the AMS was submitted with the Application
(APP-153), which included confirmation that targeted trial
trenching of the Cable Route Corridor and targeted excavation
will be undertaken during construction in areas where it is likely
that archaeological monitoring will occur. LCC provided
feedback on the approach set out in the draft AMS (APP-153).

e A comprehensive geophysical survey of the Order Limits has
been completed. Some small areas were inaccessible and not
considered suitable for geophysical survey, however, this work
is considered to be complete.

e LCC are satisfied that the work undertaken to date has been
completed to the required standards and has provided an
understanding of the archaeological potential, significance and
likely impact arising from the Proposed Development. There
has been an effective programme of desk-based and non-
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intrusive surveys completed for the site prior to submission of
the Application, included in the desk-based assessment ES
Chapter 8: Cultural Heritage (APP-059), Appendix 8.1:
Archaeological Desk Based Assessment (APP-177), aerial
assessment in Appendix 8.3 Aerial and LiDAR Assessment
— Solar Array (APP-119) and Appendix 8.4: Aerial and
LiDAR Assessment — Access and Cable Routes (APP-120)
and geophysical survey in Appendix 8.6 Geophysical Survey
Summary Report - Solar Array Part 1 (APP-122 to APP-126)
to the appropriate standards set out by the Chartered Institute
for Archaeologists, Historic England and the Lincolnshire
Archaeology Handbook.

o The Applicant has undertaken extensive archaeological
fieldwork and as such, the project design has been informed
directly though archaeological data and taken into account
areas of dense, complex and significant archaeology within the
embedded mitigation. This has meant that mitigation by design
has been incorporated at an early stage and pre-DCO
submission.

e |tis agreed that the Applicant will undertake further fieldwork
post any DCO consent in specified Cable Route Corridor areas
as agreed with LCC and detailed within the AMS. The
archaeological trenching is to be undertaken post consent
following approved Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI).
WSiIs will be prepared post DCO consent through consultation
and agreement with LCC_and works will be monitored on site
by the Archaeological Clerk of Works.

e The likely impacts on archaeological remains at
decommissioning have been adequately considered within ES
Chapter 8: Heritage (APP-059) and mitigation is included
within_the ES-Appendix-2.5-Outline Decommissioning
Environmental Management Plan_(‘oDEMP’) (APP-
078REP5-019) and secured through a requirement in Schedule
2 to the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1) with these monitored
by the Archaeological Clerk of Works to ensure appropriate
protection for archaeological remains.

LCC is satisfied that the assessment work, comprising both non-
intrusive and intrusive investigations, have adequately
characterised the historic environment resource within the
application boundary and allowed appropriate understanding of the
significance of the archaeological remains.

Archaeological
Mitigation

As requested by LCC, the mitigation and management strategies
proposed in the AMS (REP2-019) includes pre-construction
mitigation as well as the management of operational phase impacts
and any effects that may be triggered once the decommissioning
methodology has been determined.

Public outreach and community engagement will be developed
prior to the start of works in liaison with LCC and will be set out in
the Archaeological Contractors WSiIs.
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Church of St Andrew, Asgarby, Grade |: During the accompanied
site visit of 5 September 2025, attended by the Applicant’s heritage
advisor and LCC, it was confirmed that the Bespoke Access Road
adjacent to the church would be acceptable. This conclusion is
based on the alignment of the road behind an existing mature field
boundary and hedgerow, which will substantially restrict inter-
visibility between the church and construction traffic. As a result,
the indirect impactdisruption to the church’s setting is expected to
be minimal_ during the operational phase.

Consultation
regarding
archaeology

LCC feel consultation and communication regarding archaeology
has been effective and timely, with feedback and comments
incorporated into the document. The Applicant commits to
continuing this engagement to resolve outstanding heritage
matters.

Construction
traffic volume

The methodology for the assessment was agreed at pre-
application discussions between LCC and the Applicant. The
volumes of traffic estimated for the construction period seem
reasonable and it is agreed that there would not be a capacity
issue on the highway network resulting from these proposals.

Construction
access
arrangements

During construction, the principal-main construction access to the
Site will be from the A17, with a left-in/left-out arrangement with
connectivity to the site via the Bespoke Access Road. The
roundabout junction of A17/A52 to the north-east of Bicker Bar is to
be utilised as a turning point for vehicles travelling to/from the west.
A17/Kirkby la-Thorpe interchange to the south of Kirkby-la-Thorpe
is to be utilised as a turning point for vehicles travelling to/from the
east.

As noted in ES Appendix 9.1: Transport Assessment (APP-155
to APP-157), some vehicles which would need to access
Compounds 3 and 4 using Carterplot Road and Great Hale Drove
which are single tracked roads. Due to the very low numbers LCC
accepts that passing places are not needed on Great Hale Drove
and the existing passing places on Carterplot Road would be
adequate.

The Applicant considers that passing places are not required. The
TA quantifies the estimated daily movements of peak construction
traffic to Compounds 3 and 4 as a total of 10 two-way vehicle
movements per day. Of these movements, 2 are anticipated to be
HGVs (i.e. 1 in each direction per day). Carterplot Road has good
forward visibility to Compound 3 and there are three passing
places in situ that can be utilised. Only a small number of
development generated construction vehicles would continue on
Great Hale Drove to/from Compound 4 (i.e. 5 two-way vehicles,
comprising 1 HGV per day at peak construction). It is anticipated
there would be very low opposing traffic on this route as there are a
small number of houses and farms. In addition, measures to
manage traffic associated with construction of the Proposed
Development are described in Appendix 9.3 Outline
Construction Traffic Management Plan (‘OCTMP’) (APP-159).
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Detailed layouts of proposed accesses with visibility splays and
swept paths are shown in Appendix E of ES Appendix 9.1:
Transport Assessment (APP-155 to APP-157). LCC agree that
access proposals are included in Appendix 9.3: Outline
Construction Traffic Management Plan (‘{OCTMP’) (APP-159)
are appropriate. The Applicant acknowledges that proposed
accesses and other works in highway (e.g. passing places) will
need to be approved by LCC’s Section 184 team and S278 Minor
Works Team.

Principles The primary means of access to the Site during operation will be

regarding the | via the Bespoke Access Road from the A17, which will remain in

proposed operation through the decommissioning phase. Noting that

operational equipment, including transformers, would potentially need

access replacing during the operational lifetime of the development. The

arrangements | Bespoke Access Road will be retained throughout the project

(Solar Array lifetime to ensure that equipment associated with the Proposed

Area) Development can always be efficiently replaced.
There will be one primary access on the western edge of the site
and a secondary access to the north both of which will allow
access by large vehicles (including first responder access to the
BESS and onsite substation). Tertiary operational access primarily
for smaller vehicles will be provided to the north west and south.
While LCC may have matters of concern regarding the
environmental impact of the retention of the Bespoke Access Road
to the Solar Array Area during operation, LCC has no objection to
the principle.

Surface Water | It is agreed that the surface water flood risk from the Proposed

Flood Risk Development is low. Provided the measures outlined in ES
Appendix 11.1: Flood Risk Assessment (APP-162) are designed
and implemented in accordance with this Outline Strategy then the
surface water flood risk from the Proposed Development would be
acceptable.

Biodiversity As set out in ES Appendix 6.7: Outline Landscape and

Net Gain Ecological Management Plan (‘OLEMP’) (APP-089), the

Applicant is committing to delivering at least 30% biodiversity net
gain for habitat units; at least 10% biodiversity net gain for
hedgerow units; and at least 10% biodiversity net gain for
watercourse units.

Notwithstanding the commitment to delivery of the stated
percentages of BNG, it is anticipated that, in reality, a higher
percentage of BNG will be deliverable, as set out Biodiversity Net
Gain Strategy (APP-280). This will be confirmed at the detailed
design stage of the Proposed Development.

As per the OLEMP (APP-089), the detailed LEMP, secured through
a requirement in Schedule 2 to the Draft DCO (Document Ref:
3.1) will demonstrate that the commitments made to delivering
BNG are achievable.
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LCC agree but consider that additional reasoning and justification
is required in order to give confidence that some of the proposed
habitat types can realistically be delivered in the targeted condition.
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5. LCC: Matters Agreed during
Examination Stage

5.1.1 The below Table 5.1 contains a list of ‘matters agreed’ between LCC and the
Applicant, correct at the date of the submission of this SoCG.

Table 5.1 — List of Matters Agreed with LCC during Examination Stage

MATTER COMMENTARY
Archaeological The Applicant and LCC have now agreed the content of the
Mitigation AMS, including the proposed additional works and mitigation

Strategy (AMS) measures.

The AMS (REP2-019) has now been agreed following
consultation and review, and was submitted at Deadline 2. The
document provides a robust and proportionate mechanism to
manage the archaeological resource within the Site. The
document contains commitments which satisfies LCC regarding
the provision of mitigation measures post-DCO consent covering
the construction, operation and decommissioning phases of the
Proposed Development, public outreach and community
engagement.

Permit Scheme | As confirmed in the Other Consents and Licences Document
(REP1-055), the Applicant agrees to obtain the relevant permits
under the Lincolnshire Permit Scheme for Road Works and
Street Works Order 2016, prior to carrying out of any highway
works within Lincolnshire. The Applicant has updated the Draft
DCO (Document Ref: 3.1) to include reference to LCC ‘s
permitting scheme. LCC welcomes the update to the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1) to include a new article (Article 12)
regarding the application of the Council Permit Scheme.

Permit for LCC requires notice to be given via the National Highways
Transport of ESDAL system for the usage on local highways of vehicles or
Abnormal Loads | vehicular loads that fall outside standard dimensions.

As confirmed in the Other Consents and Licences Document
(REP1-055), the Applicant and LCC agree that following
appointment of the EPC contractor, a permit(s) would be sought
once the number and type of Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AILSs)
has been established.

Building As confirmed in the Other Consents and Licences Document

Regulations (REP1-055), the Applicant and LCC agree that the relevant

Approvals approvals under the Building Regulations 2010 would be sought
prior to and during the construction phase, if required.

Ordinary As outlined in the Other Consents and Licences Document

Watercourse (REP1-055), an application for Land Drainage Consent will be

Consent submitted if required, prior to the commencement of any works

for the proposed footbridges, temporary works and alterations to
existing outfalls affecting ordinary watercourses.

Existing As outlined in the Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy (APP-280)
Biodiversity submitted at Deadline 3, existing field margins will be maintained
Value (detailed within the OLEMP (APP-089) secured pursuant to
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Requirement 7 of Schedule 2 the Draft DCO (Document Ref:
3.1)) and where they are temporarily removed in the Solar Array
Area, the seedbank will be stored and replaced post construction
(this has been secured within Appendix 2.4 outline
Construction Environmental Management Plan (‘'oCEMP’)
(REP1-009 to REP1-010) secured pursuant to Requirement 12
of Schedule 2 the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1). LCC agree
that the Applicant’s approach of retaining existing field margins
or reinstating the seedbank is acceptable.

Public Health
(Mental Health)

The Applicant notes that human health is addressed in Section
17.7 of ES Chapter 17: Other Environmental Topics (APP-
068). Public Health is satisfied that air quality, noise, and glint
and glare issues during all phases of the development have
been considered in relevant chapters of the ES. LCC notes the
ExA should be guided by the opinion of NKDC Environmental
Health Services and the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) on
these issues.

Procedure for
discharge of
DCO
requirements

The Applicant has amended the fee structure and fee amounts in
paragraph-24-inPart 2 of Schedule 2 to the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1) to reflect the equivalent drafting in the
latest version of the Springwell draft DCO. -The Applicant has
since proposed to include higher costs, which comprise
£2,578.00 for the first application and £588 for subsequent
applications to discharge fer-the following requirements:

5 — Detailed design approval

6 — Battery safety management

7 — Landscape and ecological management plan

8 — Biodiversity Net Gain

10 — Surface and foul water drainage

12 — Construction environmental management plan

13 — Construction traffic management plan

16 — Soils management

17 — Skills, supply chain and employment

19 — Decommissioning and restoration

20 — Flood risk

22 — Operational waste

srderroanisoman B

A fee of £298 for any application for the discharge of any other
requirement; an application under requirement 3; or any other
approvals.

LCC welcome the amendment, and this matter is considered to
be agreed.

Assessment of
the Collective
Historical Value
of Farmsteads

LCC requested this assessment and further to the discussions at
ISH2, and an ExA action point from ISH2 and ExQ2, the
Applicant has undertaken additional work in relation to this
matter in the Non-Designated Farmstead Appraisal
(Appendix 4 and Appendix 5 respectively to Applicant’s
Response to Outstanding Action Points (Document Ref.
9.18)). The Applicant has reviewed Table 8.11: Cultural Heritage
- Summary Assessment Matrix within Chapter 8 Cultural
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Heritage (APP-059) and, further to the additional work
undertaken and does not consider any updates to the
conclusions of the assessments are required.

LCC welcomes the Applicant’s additional assessment of group
value in relation to historic farmsteads and notes that the group
value framework provided by LCC for assessing effects at a
collective level has been appropriately applied.

Built Heritage
(Assessment and

Throughout its submissions and at ISH2, LCC raised concerns
regarding the setting impacts and level of harm on Kyme Tower

Mitigation - Kyme

and Church of St Mary and All Saints. In its Responses to

Tower and
Church of St
Mary and All
Saints)

Remaining Action Points (REP5-046), the Applicant provided
clarity on this matter.

The Applicant undertook additional work in relation to this matter,
in particular the Kyme Tower Appraisal (Appendix 4 of
Applicant’s Response to Remaining Action Points (REP5-
046)). LCC welcomes this appraisal and acknowledges that it
provides a clearer and more detailed discussion of the asset’s
significance and its relationship to the historic cluster at South
Kyme. LCC broadly accepts the Applicant’s conclusion that the
Proposed Development would result in less than substantial
harm to the significance of these assets, howeverhowever, has
some outstanding concerns regarding the methodology of the
analysis, as set out in Section 6 below.

Quantifying the
Cumulative
Impact on BMV
Land

LCC considered that the cumulative assessment, in terms of the
quantity of BMV land, does not accurately reflect the situation in
Lincolnshire and requires revision, as detailed in their LIR
(REP1-044) and Written Summaries of Oral Submissions
ISH2 & ISH3 (REP4-030). LCCraised-concernaboutthelossof

agricultural-land-including-both-temporary-and-permanent

The Applicant has-inresponse-to-antSH3-action-point-evaluated

the additional schemes identified by the host authorities, as
presented within the Applicant’s Response to Outstanding
Action Points (Document Ref. 9.18)) and Technical Note:
Cumulative Effects Assessment Update (Document Ref.
9.21). In summary, the additional schemes are not likely to result
in significant effects or have insufficient information available to
undertake a meaningful assessment.

The Asolicant theref idors that i lative imeact

B e

In relation to land use and loss of BMV, LCC alse-sought clarity
on the equivalent percentage calculated by the applicant for the
One Earth Solar DCO. The Applicant provided clarity on this
matter in its Responses to Remaining Action Points (REP5-
046), which LCC acknowledge and agree with.
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Some points of disagreement remain regarding inter-cumulative
effects on BMV Land, as set out in Section 6 below.
LCC-are-currently reviewing-the I.es nnealllstg ;H“HIE'“’E.
Ellea. tls SUpdate(RE 5|g IQI)Ilsuag .|||Ette|e|.at EIEEIE”IIII? S-and ”.'”
e

w
)

Management

The outline Soil Management Plan (‘oSMP’) (REP5-031)
includes the cable route to help minimise impacts on sail
structure, drainage, and quality. LCC raised concerns regarding
the layout of solar panels and buried cables preventing effective
remediation during the operational phase, and the effectiveness
of the decommissioning and reinstatement programme in
restoring land to productive agricultural use. At Deadline 5, the
Applicant set out soil management measures in the oSMP
(REP5-031) to ensure soil protection during operation and
commit to return agricultural land to baseline soil profile
conditions following decommissioning.

LCC are satisfied with the proposed soil management measures
set out in the oSMP (REP5-031).

NKDC requested within their LIR (REP1-054) that the
discharging authority for Requirement 16 be changed from LCC
to NKDC, and LCC was agreeable to this change. The relevant
updates to the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1) were submitted
at Deadline 4.

Soil

Semseapons

Measures

The content and | LCC requested additional text be included in the CTMP that
scope of references the need for future technical approvals as stated at
highways and paragraph 10.15 of their LIR (REP1-044). The Applicant notes
streetworks that LCC’s approval of the CTMP is required and is secured via
articles Requirement 12. In response to the matters raised by LCC, the

Applicant provided an updated OCTMP (Document Ref: 6.3.78)
at Deadline 4 with the reference included.

Ecology baseline

LCC requested clarification to determine the site’s baseline
value. The Applicant has taken a precautionary approach to
mitigation as set out in oLEMP (APP-089) and oCEMP (REP1-
009 to REP1-010) where the detailed design has not yet been
finalised. Following updates to the BNG strategy (REP2-029)
provided at Deadline 2, LCC considers that the baseline value is
now accurate.

Ecology
Biodiversity Net
Gain (BNG)

The Applicant has committed to net gains of at least 30 % in
habitats, 10% in hedgerows and 10% in water course units
covering the whole Site. The Applicant has reviewed and
updated the BNG strategy (APP-280). Following ISH2 the
Applicant has agreed to include delivery of specified
percentages of BNG in the DCO. An updated Draft DCO
(Document Ref. 3.1) was submitted at Deadline 4. LCC notes
the updated wording of Requirement 8 in the Draft DCO
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provided at Deadline 4 (REP4-003). LCC considers that this
wording is now acceptable.

LCC previously queried whether there are opportunities to
deliver biodiversity enhancements at Bicker Fen substation.

The Applicant recognises that the BNG uplift relating to
woodland habitat loss at Bicker Fen substation that is outlined in
the Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy (Document Ref: 7.3) is
proposed for delivery on the Solar Array Area due to the
operational constraints upon on site delivery at Bicker

Fen Substation and the appropriate flexibility required to allow
for different substation extension designs. In BNG terms the new
woodland is ‘on site’ but in the Solar Array Area.

Besides this on-site enhancement, the Applicant is proposing
funding for offsite BBC planting of up to £15,000 via an update to
the oLEMP (Document Ref: 6.3.19) and an amendment to
Requirement 7 within the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1). LCC
notes and welcomes these updates.

LCC now considers this matter agreed.

Requirement 16

The Applicant notes that the relevant updates to the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1) were submitted at Deadline 4 to change
NKDC to the discharging authorities for Requirement 16 as
agreed by LCC.

Public Rights of

In response to the concerns raised by LCC regarding the closure

Way (‘PRoW’)

of some of the proposed PROW as set out in its LIR section 13
(REP1-044), the Applicant submitted an outline PRoW
Management Plan (‘oPROWMP’) at Deadline 2 (REP2-039),
produced in consultation with LCC’s Countryside Service. LCC
welcomed the provision of a new footpath bridge to link Ewerby
to South Kyme, but expressed a preference that this be retained
in perpetuity (REP5-051). LCC accepts the Applicant’s position
on this matter as set out in in the Applicant’s Response to
Deadline 4 Submissions (REP5-047), that following
decommissioning and removal of the permissive paths
(necessitated by the Applicant’'s agreement with the landowner),
the footbridge will not provide a connection between Ewerby and
South and there would be no benefit in retaining the footbridge in

perpetuity.

LCC set out further points of clarity they'd like added to the
oPROWNMP in their Written Summaries of Oral Submissions
Beacon Fen ISH 2 & ISH 3 (REP4-030) and their comments on
Deadline 4 submissions (REP5-051). An updated oPROWMP
(REP5-044) was submitted at Deadline 5 to address these
remaining matters. LCC agrees that these updates address their
comments, however maintains it's opinion set out in Section 6
below that where a diverted route is possible for footpaths listed
for temporary closures, it should be implemented.
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Updated list of

The Applicant has evaluated the additional schemes identified by

schemes to the host authorities. This is presented within Technical Note:

consider in Cumulative Effects Assessment Update (Document Ref.

cumulative 9.21). LCC has reviewed the Technical Note: Cumulative

impact Effects Assessment Update (REP5-049) and confirms that the

assessment additional schemes included in the update align with those
previously requested by the Council.

Ecological The Applicant has agreed to provide funding to secure the

Steering Group

establishment of an Ecological Steering Group (‘ESG’), including

funding for the ESG of £13,500 per Local Planning Authority. The
Applicant’'s amendments to the oLEMP (Document Ref: 6.3.19)
at Deadline 5 to include this commitment. LCC questioned
whether there was a need for a Section 106 agreement to
secure this funding. Following discussions with BBC, NKDC and
LCC, the Applicant has updated the Terms of Reference within
oLEMP (Document Ref: 6.3.19) submitted at Deadline 7, and
included a new article within the Draft DCO (Document Ref:
3.1) securing the allocation of funding contributions to LCC for
the ESG.
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6. LCC: Matters not yet agreed

6.1.1  The below Table 6.1 contains a list of ‘matters not yet agreed’ correct at the
date of the submission of the Application along with a concise commentary of
what the item refers to and how it came to be agreed between the two parties.

Table 6.1 — List of Matters not agreed

MATTER LCC POSITION APPLICANT POSITION
T — . . . .
of St : 9 P .
, I 3 4) 929 y
I ( . ) ach-ag .
yerag ination. 9
. EI line5-submissi . : "
. P I o
{ . ) . . i I it I‘m

Built Heritage | Noting that LCC broadly accepts Furtherto-the-discussions-at
(Assessment | the conclusion that the Proposed | ISH2subsequentaction-points

and Development would result in less from1SH2 and ExQ2 the

Mitigation) than substantial harm to the e e
significance of Kyme Tower as set | additionalwork-inrelationto
out in Section 5 above, LCC e

considers that the Applicant’s EGC | comprises-the- Kyme Tower
T bor of al " isal and Non-Desianated

I : Matrix withi
Collective-historic-value-of Chapter-8-Cultural Heritage
pmeseade Lorons nle (APP-059)-andfurtherto-the
Other historic farmsteads identified | does not consider any updates to

by-the-group-value-assessment
further work does not fully address | assessmenis-arerequired:

the Examining Authority’s Action
Point 8 in methodological terms, as | Following the site visit (see Table
set out in LCC’s Comments on 4.1), including accessing-te the
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tower (regarding key views) and
the subsequent heritage appraisal
(Kyme Tower Appraisal,
Appendix 4 to REP5-046). it is
recognisedconsidered that the
assessment is appropriate and
proportionate to the indirect
impact on Kyme Tower. Although;
distance and terrain modelling
may be ais useful tool when
access is unavailable, the tower
was visited in person and all
views from all floors were
attempted as far as safely
possible. Albeit challenging due to
the structural condition of the
tower, sufficient and adequate
views were obtained. It is,
therefore, considered that a ZTV
model is unnecessary as it will
add little in terms of views and
impact. It was agreed atin a-the
meeting with LCC on; 26 of
January 2026, that photos will be
annotated to show where the
Proposed Development would be
located, thus relaying the distant
and glimpsed views from Kyme
tower, although it was reiterated
that these views would result in
adverse harm on the wider
landscape and therefore would be
less than substantial harm.

Updates to
Management
Plans
regarding
Archaeologic
al Clerk of
Works

LCC have agreed with the
Applicant for an Archaeological
Clerk of Works to monitor works
during the construction, operation
and decommissioning phases.
However, the relevant
management plans, OCEMP,
OLEMP, ODEMP and FRA, have
not been updated to reflect this role
and-aside-from-the OCEMP-and
crebocooo o nonbooe o ol This
should be rectified to ensure a
consistent approach-and-thatall
topics are aware of requirements
from-other-environmental

The Applicant has agreed with the
requirement for an Archaeological
Clerk of Works (ACoW) and_has
submitted at Deadline 7 -is
agreeableto-malking-the
consequential updates to the
relevant Management Plans,
being the oCEMP (Document
Ref: 6.3.7), oDEMP (Document
Ref: 6.3.8), oLEMP (Document
Ref: 6.3.19), oSMP (Document
Ref: 6.3.95) and -Flood Risk
Assessment (Document Ref:
6.3.81). Once submitted, the
Applicant considers this matter to
be agreed. -to-allow-thisto-be

agreed;-and-will-provide-an
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Landscape
and Visual
Impacts

LCC have set out their position on
Landscape and Visual Impacts in

Appendix 1 of their Local Impact

Report (REP1-044).

Following ISH2, the Applicant, LCC
and LCC’s landscape consultants

The Applicant provided a written
response to LCC’s landscape
consultants via email on 15
December 2025.

A meeting was held on 22 January
2026 to address outstanding areas
of disagreement.

met_on 20 November 2025.—te
; land L vicual
matters-on-20-November-2025. On
3 December 2025, LCC’s
landseape-consultants provided an
summary———email ot
summarising  the——outstanding
matters. The parties met again on

A summary of these matters is
addressed below:

Soil Stockpiles within the
BARC:-

The Applicant explained that the

22 January 2026 and a —en—3
December2025.

summary of LCC position on key

stockpiles are required for the long
term _storage of soil which will be
used to reinstate agricultural land
following decommissioning of the

matters provided below:

Soil Stockpiles within the BARG:

Bespoke Access Road. Given that
the stockpiles are required and will
be present in the landscape the

LCC acknowledges the Applicant’s

opportunity _has been taken to

explanation that the proposed soil

design them in a manner which will

stockpiles are intended for long-

aid landscape, visual and heritage

term storage of soils to facilitate

mitigation. The stockpiles will be

reinstatement of agricultural land

strateqgically placed as illustrated in

following decommissioning of the

Change Request - 6.4.42b Figure

Bespoke Access Road. LCC also

6.31 Landscape Strateqy Plan

acknowledges that the stockpiles

Part 2 (CR-020) to screen

have been designed to be
relatively low (approximately 0.5—

localised views from a limited
number of visual receptors. They

1.0m in height), grassed, and
positioned to screen localised
views from parts of the surrounding

will be relatively low (0.5 to 1.0m)
and seeded with a neutral
grassland mix. The design

road and PRoW network.

However, LCC maintains concerns

intention of the profile is to create
a false cutting with a gentle outer
slope to provide a gradual

that the proposed stockpiles would

transition with existing landform as

appear as engineered features

illustrated in Appendix 2: Soil

within a flat, open Fenland
landscape and would be out of

Stockpiles Indicative Cross
Section of Applicant Responses

character with the existing
landscape context. Even at
relatively low heights, bunding of

to ExQ2 (REP5-048).

The Applicant can confirm that the

this nature is likely to be
conspicuous in views and would

stockpiles will be visible to a limited
number of visual receptors. It is not

introduce artificial landform that

anticipated that views will be

does not reflect the prevailing
landscape character.

available for any residential
receptors. The stockpiles may be
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visible in short lived transient views
from short sections of the local

Appendix 2 of Applicant's
Responses to ExQ2 [REP5-048] is

road network. Views are likely to
be available for short sections of

indicative not secured and
therefore does not provide
sufficient certainty regarding the

PRoWs, principally the PRoW
network to the West of Asqgarby.
Where views are available the

final form, gradients, width and

presence of the stockpiles will be

height of the stockpiles. Should the

visible rather than the Bespoke

stockpiles be retained, LCC

Access Road itself. Overall, the

considers that their design would level of landscape and visual
need to be tightly controlled effects is  not anticipated to
through agreed parameters to change.

ensure shallow gradients and

rounded forms that minimise their | Effects on the Fenland
engineered appearance. Character Area:

Effects on the Fenland Character

The Applicants position has been
set out in response to Applicant’s

Area:
LCC consider the broader
landscape character area (Fenland

Comment’s on LIR (REP2-041).
In  summary the Applicants
considers that residual effects on

character area) would still be
subject to long-term significant

landscape character would remain
at a Site level: (Solar Array Area),

adverse change (refer to AAH LVIA

but that residual landscape effects

Review para. 4.13). Even with

would reduce to not significant for

mitigation planting in place, the

the Fenland Sub Areacharacter

scheme is still a direct, large scale

area as a whole as the Proposed

land use change across all fields in

Development would have a very

which above ground infrastructure

limited characterising presence on

is proposed. Open agricultural

the wider character area beyond

fields are a key component of this

the Site and immediate landscape

landscape character area which

context. Therefore, key

will be replaced with development,

characteristics of the Fenland Sub

and subsequently this landscape

Area particularly those relating to

receptor would maintain a residual

perceptions of openness will not

moderate adverse effect at Year

be notably affected across the

15, which would be significant.

wider character area.

This matter remains an area of

LCC’s landscape consultants set

disagreement based on differences

out its position that residual effects

in professional judgement.

Visual Impacts and RVAA at
Gashes Barn
LCC agrees with the Applicant’'s

on the Fenland Character Area will
remain significant.

It was concluded that this matter
remains an area of disagreement

assessment that significant visual

based on differences of

effects would occur at Gashes

professional judgement.

Barn during construction and
operation, and that the Residential

Visual Impacts and RVAA at

Visual Amenity Threshold (RVAT)

Gashes Barn

would be reached in the short to

This matter has most recently

medium term. LCC recognises that

been addressed in relation to
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Applicant Responses to ExQ2
(REP5-048) GCT.2.1 and LSV.2.1,
and-the Written Summary of Oral

visual change.

LCC has queried whether
increased offsets or further design

Submissions from ISH2, and
Responses to Action Points
(REP4-026) (Action point 3) and
Applicant's Responses to

refinement could reduce the
severity of effects at this receptor,

Remaining Action Points (REP5-
046). The matter is also addressed

given the proximity of development

in LSV.1.10 (Gashes Barn)

and the presence of clear views of

LSV.1.11 in Applicant’s

panels in multiple orientations.

Responses to ExQ1 (REP2-040).

LCC acknowledges that mitigation

Visual Impacts and RVAA at

planting is likely to screen views of

other residential properties in

solar panels to a degree over time

proximity to the Solar Array

and may reduce the likelihood of

Area

the RVAT being reached at Year
15. However, LCC maintains that

AThe Applicants position in relation

significant residual visual effects

to this matter is set out in

would remain at Year 15 due to the

Applicant Responses to ExQ1

fundamental alteration and
foreshortening of existing open

(REP2-040) at LSV.1.11, Written
Summary of Oral Submissions

rural views.

This matter is partially agreed, with

from ISH2 and Responses to
Action Points (REP4-026) (Action
point 3).

disagreement remaining regarding
the extent to which effects reduce
over time.

Visual Impacts and RVAA at
other residential properties in
proximity to the Solar Array Area
LCC have identified concerns
regarding the proximity to several
properties to above ground
development, but also, as identified

previously, the screening effects of
established mitigation. In particular:

R1 Group Receptor: Ewerby
Thorpe Farm; and Ewerby lodge;
R2 Group Receptor; Howell Fen
Farmhouse; Asgarby Barns; and
Westmorelands Farm; R4 Gashes
Barn (RVAT reached); R20 Group
Receptor; Crown Cottage; and
Keepers Cottage.

These properties are very close to
the development and offsets
appear to be minimal. While the
RVAA identifies significant effects
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at Year 0 for these receptors, they
are all assessed to reduce in level
of effect at Year 15 through the
establishment of mitigation
planting, with R1, R2, and R20
judged to reduce so that effects are

not significant.

While LCC acknowledge the
additional information provided
within Applicant Responses to
ExQ1 (REP2-040) at LSV.1.11,
Written Summary of Oral
Submissions from ISH2 and
Responses to Action Points
(REP4-026) (Action point 3),
particularly in relation to limited
primary views from windows, or
views predominantly from upper
floors (typically less sensitive),
LCC disagree with the assessment
that through planting, the levels of
effect would reduce. LCC accept
that established planting will
screen the proposals, the
openness and extent of the
existing views are completely
changed with the planting and
panels drastically foreshortening
views resulting in a large scale
change across the extents of the
view, and subsequently the
residual Year 15 effects on these
receptors would remain Significant.

Overall Position Summary

LCC considers that the above
matters represent differences of
professional judgement rather than
procedural or methodological
failings. These issues remain
unresolved and are therefore
matters for the Examining Authority
to consider in its assessment.

A
BEACON FEN

ENERGY PARK

Cumulative
landscape
and visual
effects,
{including
EIA
methodology

)

LCC acknowledges that the
Applicant has assessed cumulative
landscape and visual effects in
accordance with its stated
methodology, focusing on schemes
identified at scoping within the
defined LVIA Study Area. LCC also
acknowledges that the future

-The Applicant’s position on this
matter is set out in the
Applicant’s Comments on
LIRocal Impact Reports
(Bocument Ref: 9.7REP2-041),
submitted at Deadline 2. In
summary, the contribution of the
Proposed Development to an
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baseline section of the LVIA has
been updated to reflect the
increasing presence of energy
infrastructure in the area.

R e e
B e e e
there-are-no-cumulative landscape
and-visual-effects-However
aAsLCGC- set outin LCC’s
Comments on Submissions
Received by Deadline 5 (REP6-
041), LCC maintains its position
that the scoped cumulative
approach does not fully capture the

|
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ENERGY PARK

overall more extensive cumulative
scenario would be limited
because of the separation
distance and limited intervisibility.

The Applicant proposes-further

This matter was discussed at a
meeting held on 22 January

scale, pace and geographical
extent of large-scale solar and

between the Applicant, LCC,
NKDC and their landscape

associated enerqy infrastructure

consultants. The Applicant noted it

currently coming forward across

has responded to a previous

Lincolnshire and adjoining parts of

request from LCC'’s landscape

Nottinghamshire. LCC considers

consultants to update the future

that, over a relatively short period

baseline section within Chapter 6

of time, large-scale solar
development is likely to become a

Landscape and Visual (REP5-
011).

widespread and defining
characteristic across extensive

The LVIA has been updated to

areas of the region.

The combined mass, scale and

acknowledge that energy
infrastructure is likely to be a more
influential aspect of the future

spatial distribution of multiple
NSIP-scale energy developments

baseline scenario. However, the
Applicant maintains the position

has the potential to give rise to

that the focus of the assessment

adverse cumulative effects on
landscape character across a
broad area encompassing multiple

should be the contribution of the
Proposed Development in
association with schemes

published landscape character

identified at scoping within the

areas. While agriculture would

defined LVIA Study Area to

remain present, LCC considers

cumulative landscape and visual

that the introduction of widespread

effects. In this respect it has been

solar and enerqy infrastructure

found that introduction of the

would materially alter key
landscape characteristics,
particularly in relation to land use,

Proposed Development would not
result in any significant cumulative
landscape or visual effects.

openness and perceptual qualities.

LCC acknowledges the absence of

The Applicant acknowledges
LCC’s concerns regarding the

a unified county-wide landscape

wider county level scenario.

character assessment for
Lincolnshire, but considers that

However, it has been determined
that the Proposed Development

sufficient commonality exists
across existing character
assessments to support a

will not result in cumulative
landscape and visual effects
within the LVIA Study Area. ltis
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reasoned judgement regarding

|
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accepted that the Proposed

wider cumulative landscape
change. In this context, LCC
considers that the Proposed
Development would contribute to

Development will have a limited
visual presence beyond the
immediate site context and
therefore, will not provide a

this wider cumulative landscape

notable contribution to the wider

effect.

cumulative scenario. Fhe

Applicant considers-that the most

The matter of disagreement appropriate-mechanism-to

relates not to the Applicant’s considerthecapacity of the

assessment within the defined landscape foaccommodate

LVIA Study Area, but to the extent | furthersolardevelopmentwould

to which the DCO examination be-through-a-county-wide

should acknowledge the wider landscape characterassessment

cumulative landscape implications | withrelated keyland-use-study-for

of multiple NSIP energy solar-development:

developments across the region.

I ith 4 loati

e et

utilised-for schemesto-be

considered-for-cumulative

landscape and visual effects, and

has-concerns-regarding-the

impacts-of the mass-and-scale of

e

eiéte“s.'"e aﬁl ela Ileaelllng to

characterof the-area-

inthe LIRand-inthe- SoCGand

LCGC-havenofurthercommentsto

REP2-041-

Fhe-outline Soil Management Fhe-Applicant-has-set EH.E SOl
Management | | IE"'.(ES"" HREP1-013-to REP1- | management-measures in-the

014) "'.EI.HEI.ES t.l'e cable |ehte. to oSMP-(RE .' 013 te.I%EI I .g| Y

help “"“',""Se. ""EE',EES of Se'.l . to eRSUFe seil-protection-during

StruGtuFe eh.eunage and-guality GE.E'E'“G“ and-to EIIE.lb|E

Although-sol |nanagen|enF e,laases |e||_|staten.|ent of E'g'.'shltb"al I.emsl

IGE"' I|elpﬁ|es| tore Ianlel GIHETIIB t_IneI tel s Previous- qu.allltly Ie”;!";F"'g

e e

|en|ee|.|at|e.n during-the-operational e|||e. el.alt!e!e at E.EEI'E!;“';'E S-to-reflect

phase ”".S SaR-reduce E.E".IGE“. , . .

seqe'lestlatlsn E".'El walerintiiration; | this-propesal

leading-to Ste.".'d"'g water .E"'.d . . . .

elegllaslled SOl :e|eee|n|n|55|en.|ng Fhe Ss'lll'a“E”'.'l'g |||e|.as.bnes will
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Temporary
and
permanent
loss of Best
of Most
Versatile
(‘BMV’) Land

Notwithstanding the agreed
matters above, LCC remains
concerned that the cumulative
effects of large-scale solar and
energy projects across Lincolnshire

The Applicant’s position on this
matter is set out in the
Applicant’s Comments on Local

Impact ReportLIRs (REP2-
041Document Ref: 9.7). In

will result in a significant and
lasting loss of BMV agricultural
landLCC-considerthatthe
eumulative-assessment-doesnot

s rofloct the cituation.|

as detailed in their LIR (REP1-
044).

However, there remains some
points of disagreement regarding
conclusions on the significance of
inter-cumulative effects of the loss
of BMV land, which Council
considers to be under-
assessed.LCCremainsconcerned

B e e

summary, the Applicant considers
that the Proposed Development is
in accordance with the relevant
policy tests in NPS EN1 and EN3
(Policy S67 of the CLLP), as the
site selection and design evolution
ctheropornd Lo et o
andprocess sought to minimise
the impacts on bestand-most
versatile(BMV) land. The
Applicant also considers that
cumulative impacts are not
significant and are reversible. The

Applicant-has-inresponse-to-an

{PecumentRef-9.21)-Further,
th-summary-the additional

schemes identified in Technical
Note: Cumulative Effects
Assessment Update (Document
Ref. 9.21) are not likely to result in
significant effects or have
insufficient information available

to undertake a meaningful
assessment.
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The Applicant therefore considers
that the cumulative impact has
been appropriately quantified and
assessed.

land-efieets | solarand-energy-projects-across Applicant’s- Comments-on-Local
Lincolnshi i It :
o . "."pf'et Izepen.ts (Bocument-Rei
sighificant and Ia.stmg lose-oFBeet gl & llll'.e.’ tpplllealnt has © I" E'IH.EF'.tEEII
and. Most "e'sat.”e (BMYV) ties. .
agreulturallanc _Iay H:e .I'eSt autlneultle_s including
agricuitural Ia_ “.d effect .”"S 'S :
IEG'EEE"IEE. “IEHIF”El IEEIE""EE'I Note I
T
tl.'at.erb"“hlat'“le tpacts a'llel '.'Gt
Public Health | LCC-considers-that Human-Health | The Applicant’s position on this
has-notbeen-specifically-included | matter is set out in the
in-the-Environmental-Statement Applicant’s Comments on LIRs
and-consider-thatmore-needs-to (REP2-041). ocalHlmpact
B e The Applicant notes that human
Ser e health is addressed in Section

LCC'’s position on this matter
currently remains as set out in
Section14-of ourits LIR (REP1-
044). LCC would-like-clarity-on-the
. .
EIE.E.IEIIS taken IE.* the-applicant-to
ynhgate petlenhelll Fental l.'e. altll'
LCCs main areas of concern are
regarding mental health impacts
from landscape changes, the
perceived risk from
Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs) and

physical health impacts of EMFs.
LCC continue to raise concern
regarding these topics as the
updated documents do not give
assurance that the cumulative
EMFs decrease sufficiently with
distance from source to not be a
risk to people in the area.

”Iel Ilealtllny I IalnnngISIl_eeI;Ilst|sF
lerthommoc cnd croooond

17.7 of ES Chapter 17: Other
Environmental Topics (APP-
068).

A health screening exercise was
also undertaken (in accordance
with the Central Lincolnshire
Healthy Planning Checklist) and
included within ES Appendix 1.1
Scoping Report (APP-071).
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Waste
Management

Whilst LCC

welcomesacknowledging the
Applicant’s addition of a-DCO
requirement 22 to provide an

annual-planned

replacementoperational site waste
management plan-schedule, more

detail is requested on the
preliminary forecasts for waste
arisings in each phase

locmeoon coption oo
decommissioning) including type,
quantity and proposed fate, both
individually and cumulatively with
other projects. LCC understands
these figures would be indicative,
but consider calculations should be

made using assumptions.LCC
- hat indicat
et Lo e c e
o . ‘ i I
impacts-

In summary, LCC is concerned
regarding the lack of available

The Applicant’s position on this
matter is set out in its Response
to D4 Submissions (Decument
Ref: 9-19REP5-046) and
Appendix 17.2 Waste and
Recycling Strategy (APP-189).

The lifespan of the Proposed
Development is 40 years,
therefore it is not possible (at this
stage) to identify either the waste
management routes or specific
waste facilities to be utilised
during the decommissioning.
Requirement 189 in Schedule 2 to
the Draft DCO (Document Ref:
3.1) secures that, prior to
decommissioning, a detailed
DEMP must be prepared for
approval by the relevant planning
authority—Fhe-detailed DEMP
e e obeonia N
accordance with the Appendix
Environmental Management
PlaoDEMPn (APP-078REP5-
019).

As set out in the Waste and

capacity for recycling PV panels,

Recycling Strateqy (REP5-033),

particularly in light of the
cumulative quantity alongside
similar projects and the Applicant’s
failure to calculate/provide
cumulative quantities.

Notwitl ina OO »

Fthe Applicant will submit an
annual planned replacement
schedule for the year ahead for
any ef-the-fellewing-components
that (excluding unforeseen
circumstances) require
replacement-throughout-the-year.
This-commitment-has-been-set
out within the Waste and
Reeyeling-Strategy-(PBocument
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. .
|eee|.|nnene|s e Ib.d“'g a-BC0
Foquirement to Himit pa.nel
|epllaree|_nent andl |ee|k|| ©
planning-autheority,LCC also
suggests incorporating wording
similar to Section 2.10
(Replacement Schedule) of the
draft outline Operational
Environmental Management Plan
submitted for the Springwell Solar
DCO be included in the Beacon
Fen DCO documents.

LCC welcomes the provision of
operational site waste
management plan to be secured
via requirement in the DCO.
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¢ which has | brmitted
Deadline-5-A requirement has
also been added to the Draft
DCO (Document Ref: 3.1) to
secure an operational site waste

management plan;-substantially-in
accordance-with-the Waste-and

Reeyeling-Strategy. The Applicant
considers this requirement is
appropriately secures the
commitment sought by LCC, and
therefore-an oOEMP is not
required.

The Applicant -considers this
comprehensively addresses the
substance of LCC’s request
having regard to the ultimate
purpose of this national
infrastructure.

Socio-
economics

LCC raised a number of concerns
regarding the assessment
methodology and outcomes in ES
Chapter 15: Socio-Economics
(APP-066) in its LIR (REP1-044).

In addition to the position set out
in the Applicants Comments on
Local Impact Reports (REP2-
041Document Ref. 9.7) ,{The
Applicant’s response to Action
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The-Applicantneted-the-concerns
of LCCandL.CC has reviewed the
Applicant’s position set out their
pesitien-in Applicant’s Comments
on Local Impact Reports
(Bocument Ref: 9. 7REP2-041);
comments, and remains concerned
about the socio-economic impact
on the agricultural economy, in
particular cumulatively, which it
considers to be under assessed.

LCC view remains as set out in its
LIR (REP1-044) at paragraphs
12.29, 13.14 and 17.17.
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Point 8 in its Written Summary of
Oral Submission from ISH3 and
Responses to Action Points
(REP4-027) provides clarification
on the assessment of the knock-
on socio-economic effects of the
loss of agricultural land. The
potential impacts of restricted
access to land and economic
displacement of farming activities
have been assessed within
Chapter 15 Socio-economics
(APP-066) at paragraphs 15.6.30
—15.6.36, 15.6.60 — 15.6.63 and
15.6.76 — 15.6.78. Due to the low
level of effects identified in
relation to the economic
displacement of farming activities
in isolation (negligible to minor
adverse) potentially significant
cumulative effects on this aspect
were not considered likely, and
therefore this aspect was not
considered within the cumulative
assessment.

Public Rights
of Way
(‘PRoOW’)

{REP4-030)-.LCC notes that with
the exception of KkLT/4, the other

The Applicant’s position is set out
in the Applicant’s Response to
Deadline 64 Submissions
(Document Ref: 9.19Document
Ref: 9.24) submitted at Deadline

57—'Fh&e*+stmg$R©\A/—teJehe

he footbridas | iyl

summary, the proposed closures

footpaths lisited for temporary
closures do not have proposed

are for very short periods. No
long-term closures are planned

diversions. LCC considers that

except Ewer/12/1, which is

currently inaccessible. Flexibility
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where a diverted route is possible,
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remains for LCC to agree

it should be implemented.

With regard to path closures, in
addition to notices being installed
to inform residents in _advance of
any works, LCC suggested a
requirement is also included to
ensure that the Public Rights of
Way and Access team are notified
separately so the PRoW team are

temporary diversions as part of
the -

W I o
and-we-await LCC-comments
upon-thisoPRoOWMP (REP5-045)
if closures do transpire to be of

aware in advance of the works.

durations that would have an

This latter suggestion_does not

unacceptable impact on users. -

seem to have been included within
the o0PROWMP

Ecology LCC remains concerned about the | The Applicant has assessed the
Breeding predicted-permanentimpacton likely impact in skylark balancing
Birds and skylark-and-potential for cumulative | the loss of habitat against the
Skylark impacts on skylark populations increase of food availability, and
given the number of other solar has determined a very small
developments in the county which | proportion of the overall county
have the potential to reduce the population will be impacted.
area of nesting habitat available for | Therefore, the Applicant has
the species.by-association-other coneludedconcludes that there will
populations of ground nesting not be a significant impact on
farmland-birds—This-isparticularly | Skylark alone or in combination
the-case-giventhe-number-ofother | with other developments.
solar-developments-inthe county
which-have-thepotential-toreduce | This matter was discussed at a
the-area-of-nesting-habiat meeting with Lincolnshire Wildlife
St e L cesnenoes e Trust on 17 December 2025. The
B e e Applicant has made provisions to
information-on-measures-thatwill | enhance the site for farmland
Sl e birds as a group including
permanent negative impacts on improving food availability and
populations-of ground-nesting-birds | variety in the oLEMP (APP-089).
species-
This matter was discussed at a
. .
breeding quail (als “elllas_ Sther
SEI.'%IEIS I SEEGI'ES) “'“.'"' t.l'e
Post Following discussions at a meeting | As set out within the Applicant’s
Construction | on 1 December 2025, LCC agrees | Comments on LIRecallmpact
Bat that the approach to meeting the Reports (REP2-041Document
Monitoring trading rules by enhancing R e e e et

woodland habitats on site is sound

the Applicant has reviewed the
paper referred to (Tinsley et al
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and may also provide some
benefits for local bat populations.

However, LCC maintains its
opinion that a programme of post-
construction bat monitoring should
be secured in order to further the
understanding of the impacts of
large-scale solar developments on
local bat populations.

BEACON FEN
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2023). It is noted that while there
is limited research in this area,
one recommendation of the paper
is to strengthen habitat
connections as has been secured
in oLEMP (APP-089REP6-021),
secured pursuant to Requirement
7 of Schedule 2 of the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1).

The bat activity reports (Appendix
7.7 APP-096) and Appendix 7.18
APP-107) demonstrate that rare
bat species were found in small
numbers either outside the Order
Limits or using hedgerows which
are to be retained. With the
increase in grassland habitats
within the Solar Array Area, which
will support greater numbers of
invertebrates which bats prey on,
it is anticipated there will be a
negligible impact on bats and
therefore the Applicant believes
there is no requirement for
monitoring.

Employment
Skills and

Education

Contribution
Section106

Lo

LCC recommends a funding
contribution towards education and
skills, through a Section 106
agreement, -—Fhis-is-separate to
the inclusion of the DCO
requirement to secure the Skills,
Supply Chain and Employment
Plan (SSCEP).

As set out in ES Chapter 15
Socio-economics (APP-066) the
Proposed Development will result
in significant benefits for the
workforce, businesses and
residents of LCC as a result of the
employment generated during
construction and resulting Gross
Value Added (GVA). Fhe-Applicant
does-notbelieve thatas106
i )

Ellgp'fe'“e“t o quHI“Ie;I Imltlle
I I ) NSIE rel

y I o

44



Beacon Fen Energy Park

Statement of Common Ground with Lincolnshire County Council

Document Reference: 8.1

LCC has reviewed the updated

documents and the comments of
NKDC submitted at Deadline 6
(REP6-042) and support the
position on the need for financial
contribution to be secured in a
s106 Agreement to

deliver the range of skKills,
employment, education and
training benefits. Further
comments will be provided at
Ddeadline 7.
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Appendix 15.3 Outline Skills,
Supply Chain and Employment
Plan (OSSCEP) (APP-179)
discusses the beneficial impacts
from employment creation_and a
substantial set of commitments
that would be delivered by the
Applicant, aims-atredueing-influx
: I ! et .
related-to-loss-of-employment
Such benefits include such as
support for training, local supply
chain enhancement, development
of partnerships with local
education institutes and
employers. The OSSCEP is
secured via Requirement 17 in
Schedule 2 of the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1).

:
Fhe . (||G|E.|ISEI'IEI.|E ' e.qaests | 'EI'.E I:SIS .
requestforthe SSCEP-{o-be
seeured-via-SH06-Agreementand
Why-it ISI _netl alne;egnelg ;E'EEE'GF"E“EH

Cistofol . . .

Frlong Histof cumulative Fae s Il'e'msl t ° II d. eulele.pments
||Iea| a|5 EIEuElGEIII;IE;IItS “IEZ'Slp'EeEE"ee: aRd Lot

s to be 2024 LCCreplied-on6%January | (Appendix4.2:-Cumulative

o T . A : .
Lt 2@25. advising .“'at’ PpeRdix 4.2 Assesement: Short List (AP .

. |Iee|unee|| updat_mg a “dl' SII'GZI? bel 082) naSFSIl:b; s;equently up-elateel H

e B e

SOMMEREE t.l'e" Pre -EIEEHSElEIGII ||IE.:.(|S|E|IEEHIE has e.nalaa.te' & the
PrOGEsS BurRG-2025 EI'EIEI'IHG"E'I SSI|IE.II'IES. |Ie||e.||t|.||ee oy
LoC | | owinat | within Technical Note:
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Effects Assessment Update
eadli ! il ”
further-update-as-soon-as-possible:
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We are not aware of any

uina LOC hi
matter:

Water
Resources
(Sequential
Test)

LCC remains concerned about
whether the sequential test has
been satisfied in relation to site
selection. Our position is
unchanged and is as set out in eur
LCC’s Local Impact Report
(REP1-044), written submission
(REP1-045) and as-elaborated on
during eur oral submissions at
ISH3. LCC welcomes the action
point raised at ISH3 for the
applicant to provide additional
information to the examination.-\We

will-review-any-further-information
once-available-and-update-our
o linaly.

LCC has reviewed the is-eurrently
reviewupdated irg-documents
submitted at Ddeadline 5 and
information received via email and
a response is provided at
Ddeadline 7. There are some
aspects of the assessment,
specifically regarding how smaller
non-contiguous sites have been
included in the assessment, that
remain a concern to the
CouncilLCC.  willprovide-a
el e o o b e

The Applicant notes its response
to the action point raised during
ISH3 which is summarised in the
ISH3 Written Summary
(Document Ref. 9.16). The
Applicant has provided an
expanded Sequential Test in the
Site Selection Report at
Appendix 2 of the Planning
Statement (Document Ref: 5.5),
in particular at Annex G:
Sequential Test Assessment.

The Applicant will review LCC’s
Deadline 7 submissions and
provide a response at Deadline 8.
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7. LFR: Matters agreed during Pre-
Examination and Examination
Stage

7.1.1

The below Table 7.1 contains a list of ‘matters agreed’ between the Applicant

and LFR correct at the date of the submission of this SoCG into the
Examination, along with a concise commentary of what the item refers to and
how it came to be agreed between the two parties.

Table 7.1 — List of Matters Agreed with LFR during Pre-Examination Stage

MATTER

LFR POSITION

APPLICANT’S POSITION

Ongoing
consultation

LFR are statutory
consultees for NSIPs and
will work and engage with
the Applicant as the project
evolves to ensure it
complies with the statutory
responsibilities that LFR
enforce.

The Applicant has consulted with LFR
through the pre-application stage and
undertaken statutory (and targeted
statutory) consultation in accordance
with Section 42 of the 2008 Act and
notified LFR of the acceptance of the
Application in accordance with Section
56 of the 2008 Act. By agreement with
LCC and LFR they have been
combined in this joint SoCG.

Principle of
protective
provisions

An adequate form of
protective provisions for
LFR should be included
within the DCO.

In December 2024, the Applicant
commenced engagement with LFR in
relation to agreeing a bespoke set of
protective provisions. In accordance
with Guidance on the Planning Act
2008: Content of a Development
Consent Order required for Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects
(Paragraph 012 Reference ID 04-012-
20240430, Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government
and Department for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities, 2024) the
Applicant has included a set of draft
protective provisions in Part 6 of
Schedule 11 to the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1) which LFR have
indicated in principle agreement to.

Risk
Reduction
Strategy

As the responsible person
for the scheme as stated in
the Regulatory Reform
(Fire Safety) Order 2005,
the Applicant should
produce a risk reduction
strategy (Regulation 38 of
the Building Regulations)
covering the construction,

An Outline Battery Safety
Management Plan (‘OBSMP’) (APP-
162) was submitted as part of the DCO
application and provides a summary of
the safety-related information
requirements to be provided in
advance of construction of the BESS,
and sets out how the Applicant
proposes to ensure risk reduction is
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LFR POSITION
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APPLICANT’S POSITION

operational and
decommissioning phases
of the project. Safety
measures and risk
mitigation must be
developed in collaboration
with LFR.

As with all new and
emerging practices within
UK industry, LFR requests
to work with the Applicant
to better understand any
risks that may be posed
and develop strategies and
procedures to mitigate
these risks.

central to the detailed design and
subsequent construction, operation
and decommissioning of the BESS.

The OBSMP (APP-162) identifies the
key fire safety provisions for the BESS
that are proposed to be installed,
including fire risk reduction measures
and fire protection measures. It was
developed taking into account
meetings and correspondence with
LFR, relevant guidance including
NFCC and NPFA, and the Applicant’s
experience from other comparable
projects.

The adopted risk reduction measures
will be captured within the detailed
BSMP, submitted pursuant to
Requirement 6 in the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1) and will reflect
the prevailing legislation, guidance and
standards at the time of its production.
The drafting of the requirement states
the relevant planning authority must
consult LFR when determining the
application to discharge the
requirement.

Further, Section 5.4 of the Outline

- on Envi |
Management Plan (‘Outlineo CEMP’)
(APP-077) discusses emergency
preparedness in relation to the
construction phase.

The Applicant will continue to engage
with LFR prior to and during the
construction and operational phase of
the Proposed Development regarding
the development and implementation
of appropriate strategies and
procedures to minimise and mitigate
risks. The adopted measures will be
captured within the CEMP submitted
pursuant to Requirement 12 in the
Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1).

Transport
Strategy and
Emergency
Access

During the construction

phase the number of daily
vehicle movements in the
local area will significantly

With regards to road traffic levels
during construction, the Applicant
considers that inclusion of the
Bespoke Access Road is a substantial
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increase. LFR requests to
view the transport strategy
to minimise this impact and
prevent an increase in the
number of potential road
traffic incidents. Any
development should not
negatively impact on LFR’s
ability to respond to an
incident in the local area.

element of mitigation that is intended
to improve safety and reduce traffic on
rural roads for the construction stage,
and there is adequate capacity on the
strategic road network. Further details
on traffic and transport including
proposed measures to minimise
impacts are set out in Environmental
Statement Chapter 9: Access and
Traffic (APP-060) and its Appendices
9.1: Transport Assessment (APP-
155 to APP-157) and 9.3: OCTMP
(APP-159). The Applicant considers
that these demonstrate that the
Proposed Development can be safely
accessed without detriment to the road
network, and therefore would not
negatively impact on LFR’s ability to
respond to incidents in the local area
and Appendix 9.1: Transport
Assessment (APP-155 to APP-157)
outlines the emergency access
arrangements for the Proposed
Development.

Application of
Guidance

National Fire Chief’s
Council (NFCC) Guidance
is used by LFR for
guidance on the
requirements for new
BESS development
proposals.

Following the work of
NFCC, the Department for
Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities (DLUHC)
has revised its Planning
Practice Guidance to
include reference to BESS.

LFR strongly recommend
applying the National Fire
Protection Association
(NFPA) 855 Standard for
the Installation of
Stationary Energy Storage
Systems.

The Applicant confirms that the
existing published (and emerging draft,
but non finalised) NFCC guidance was
taken into account in preparing the
OBSMP (APP-279). The guidance
was also used as an input to develop
the project design. In accordance with
NFCC guidance, an Emergency
Response Plan will form appendices to
the detailed BSMP.

The Applicant confirms it also has had
regard to NFPA 855 standard (and will
have regard to the imminent 2026
update) and will continue to do so
when undertaking detailed design of
the Proposed Development and
preparing the detailed BSMP (or to
successor guidance in force at the
time), as secured by Requirement 6 in
the Draft DCO (Document Ref: 3.1).
Through development of the detailed
BSMP, evidence of compliance with
the relevant standards would be
provided.

Access to fire
appliances

Adequate access to fire
appliances must be

The Applicant notes that access routes
have been designed to have a clear
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and provided, in accordance line of sight to the BESS. The primary
firefighting with the requirements access on the western edge of the
water specified in Building Solar Array Area will allow emergency
Regulations 2010 and vehicles to access the BESS and
Approved Documents, Onsite substation, and a secondary
including vehicle access access point on Halfpenny Toll Lane
for a pump appliance to on the northern boundary of the Site
15% of the perimeter or will facilitate a secondary emergency
every 45m across the vehicular access from a northeastern
footprint. LFR requires a direction, providing two accesses from
minimum carrying capacity | different directions, as sought in
for hard standing for guidance.
pumping appliances of 18
tonnes. As confirmed in the OBSMP (APP-
279), the Proposed Development
If it is not possible to includes vehicular access to the
provide access to the relevant buildings for a pump
Proposed Development in | appliance around 15% of the perimeter
accordance with Approved | (see Environmental Statement
Document B, LFR may Figure 1.4 Indicative Site Layout
accept the provision of an | Plan (APP-195)), and will also
automatic sprinkler system | endeavour to provide access within
designed, fitted and 45m of every point of the footprint,
maintained in accordance | although it is noted that the design of
with the relevant sections | the Proposed Development only needs
of BS5306/BSEN12845: to meet one of these requirements.
2004. Should this option The Applicant also notes that there are
be considered, LFR Fire no cul-de-sacs on the BESS area.
Safety advisers must be
provided with detailed The Applicant confirms that the design
plans of the proposed of the Proposed Development will
sprinkler installation. Any meet the minimum carrying capacity
scheme proposed should requirement for hard-standing for
not be of a lesser standard | pumping appliances of 18 tonnes.
than any provision as may
be required by the Building
Regulations.
Water supply | Immediate access to The Applicant notes that there is no

requirements

adequate supplies of water
must be provided.

Where no piped water
supply is available, or
there is insufficient
pressure and flow in the
water main, or an
alternative arrangement is
proposed, the alternative
source of supply should be
provided in accordance

mains water supply to the Solar Array
Area at present given its rural location.
The Applicant confirms that up to six
60,000 litre water storage tanks (with a
total maximum capacity of 360,000
litres) are to be housed onsite for
boundary cooling purposes. This will
provide in excess of the 228,000 litre
capacity sought in NFCC guidance
providing a primary water source for
first responders.
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with the following There are also various watercourses,
recommendations: and a small agricultural reservoir, in

e a charged static water
tank of at least 45,000
litres capacity; or

e a spring, river, canal or
pond capable of
providing or storing at
least 45,000 litres of
water at all times of the
year, to which access,
space and a hard
standing are available
for a pumping appliance;
or

e any other means of
providing a water supply
for firefighting
operations considered
appropriate by LFR.

the vicinity of the Site that would be
capable of being accessed by mobile
pumps. The Applicant therefore
considers that there is adequate
primary and secondary water supply to
the Proposed Development for
boundary cooling by first responders.

The volume of water which will be
provided for firefighting purposes will
be agreed at detailed design stage
with LFR, as secured by Requirement
6 (Detailed BSMP) of the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1). The detailed
BSMP must include a detailed
Firewater Management Strategy for
the containment of firewater and
prevention of pollution to the water
environment, which must be prepared
in consultation with the EAnvirenment

Agenecy

Environmental

Bulk storage of highly
flammable/ explosive/
water reactive/ toxic
substances and any site
whereas large scale
recycling activities are
proposed will need to be
specifically consulted with
LFR to ensure that the full
operational impact, should
a fire occur, is assessed
and that an adequate
provision is recommended.

There are a number of
methods available, through
which the fire water runoff
problem can be
addressed, the most
obvious being to use a fire
suppression system to
contain a fire, thus not
requiring large volumes of
water and containment
measures. It is not for the
fire service to stipulate
which approach to take,
simply to ensure that

The ES Appendix 11.1: Flood Risk
Assessment (APP-162) outlines the
proposed firewater runoff management
measures, noting that fire water can be
contained within a lined lagoon at the
centre of the BESS platform and within
the aggregate surrounding the BESS
units if necessary. Sufficient capacity
will be provided within the system to
retain the full volume of water within
the water tanks plus a 1 in 10 year
rainfall event.

Automatic shutoff valves will installed
at discharge points to the main
drainage network to prevent potentially
contaminated water from being
discharged to the watercourse. After
the fire has been managed, such
contained firewater will be tested and
either released to the watercourse or
removed from the Site for treatment
and off-site disposal.

A drainage strategy has been
prepared for the Proposed
Development (see the FRA (APP-
162)).
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suitable measures are
made a condition of
planning approval through
a firefighting water run-off
strategy.

A detailed firewater management
strategy will be set out as an appendix
to the final BSMP that will accord with
this OBSMP along with the Outline
Firewater Management Strategy
contained in section 8.3 of the Flood
Risk Assessment (Document Ref:
6.3.81).
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8. LFR: Matters not yet agreed during
Examination Stage

8.1.1

The below Table 8.1 contains a list of ‘matters not agreed’ between the LFR

and the Applicant, correct as at the date of the submission of this SoCG into
the Examination along with a concise commentary of what the item refers to.

Table 8.1 — List of Matters not yet agreed during Examination Stage

MATTER COMMENTARY APPLICANT POSITION
Detailed This is not capable of being | The Applicant believes this will be
Emergency agreed at this stage since fully resolved post consent via the

Response Plan

the detailed layout and
technology choice is not
available. As such it is not
appropriate to agree it at
this stage and it is
appropriately secured by
Requirement 6 (Detailed
BSMP) of the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1).

discharge of Requirement 6.

Adequate
separate
distances
between BESS
units

Noting that battery
technology hasn’t been
confirmed as yet, LFR
retain the right to request
evidence of testing to
demonstrate that adequate
spacing between BESS
units, in-line with the
relevant national guidance.

LFR have requested that
this matter is included in the
‘matters not yet agreed’
section of this SoCG, as a
final determination cannot
be made until detailed
design.

The Applicant notes that incoming
NFPA 855 (2026) mandates that
every BESS must undergo Large
Scale Fire Testing (LSFT) to
establish minimum equipment
spacing distances where a BESS
fire does not propagate to
adjacent BESS. Testing must
demonstrate that firefighters are
not required to intervene to
prevent fire propagation.

At the detailed design stage, once
a BESS technology has been
selected, a detailed BSMP will be
developed in accordance with
relevant standards and guidance
to define measures applicable to
the selected BESS enclosures.
The detailed BSMP will be
submitted to and approved by the
relevant planning authority (LCC)
in accordance with Requirement 6
in Schedule 2 to the Draft DCO
(Document Ref: 3.1). LFR will be
consulted when the application to
discharge Requirement 6 is being
determined.

53



Beacon Fen Energy Park

Statement of Common Ground with Lincolnshire County Council

Document Reference: 8.1

MATTER

COMMENTARY

BEACON FEN

ENERGY PARK

APPLICANT POSITION

e
Sood
e e e

Fhe-updates-havenotyetbeen
e

i . followi
bosdine o

54



Beacon Fen Energy Park B EACO N F E N

Statement of Common Ground with Lincolnshire County Council
Document Reference: 8.1 ENERGY PARK

INSERT SIGNATURE
Signed: NAME

On behalf of: Lincolnshire County Council_(including Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue
Service

Date:

INSERT SIGNATURE

Signed: NAME

On behalf of: Beacon Fen Energy Park Ltd
Date:
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Appendix 1 — Planning History

There is no relevant Lincolnshire County Council Planning History within the red line boundary for Beacon Fen Energy Park.

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects

REFERENCE ADDRESS DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICANT STATUS
NUMBER NAME
EN010123 The site is located on The Proposed Development will comprise the construction, Ecotricity (Heck | Granted
land to the north of East | operation and decommissioning of a solar photovoltaic (PV) Fen Solar) 24/01/2025
Heckington and 3.5km electricity generating facility exceeding 50 megawatt (MW) Limited
south east of South output capacity, together with associated energy storage. The
Kyme. installed capacity of the solar generation is expected to be in
the order of 500MW.
EN020019 33km off the Lincolnshire | Triton Knoll Electrical System works are needed to transmit the | Triton Knoll Granted
(Connect to coast to the Triton Knoll | electricity generated by the consented Triton Knoll Offshore Offshore Wind 06/09/2016
same Substation in Wind Farm to the National Grid. The Secretary of State for Farm Limited
substation) Lincolnshire Energy and Climate Change directed on 14 November 2013 (in
accordance with section 35) that these works require
development consent under the Planning Act 2008. The
electrical system will include: onshore and offshore buried
export cables and associated works; an intermediate electrical
compound to provide voltage stability and compensate for
electrical losses; and a substation located in the vicinity of the
grid connection point.
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Appendix 2 — List of Requirement
Discharge Documents

The list of documents proposed to be submitted at requirement discharge stage.

DOCUMENT

Terms of reference for a community liaison group

Details of layout; scale; proposed finished ground levels; external appearance; hard
surfacing materials; vehicular and pedestrian access, parking and circulation areas;
refuse or other storage units, signs and lighting; drainage, water, power and
communications cables and pipelines; landscaping works, planting works and
programme for implementation; fencing; security measures; and any mitigation
measures necessary to address noise impacts.

Battery safety management plan

Landscape and ecological management plan

Biodiversity net gain strategy

Surface and Foul water Drainage Scheme

Scheme of archaeological investigation

Construction environmental management plan

Construction traffic management plan

Operational noise assessment

Soil management plan

Skills, supply chain and employment plan

Public rights of way management plan

Decommissioning environmental management plan
Flood mitigation strategy
Operational site waste management plan
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Appendix 3 — Permissive pathway
indicative route
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e Orange: Introducing a new section of permissive pathway which continues on from the existing PRoW
(0.5km). This route requires one pedestrian footbridge with a span of up to 14.5m

e Pink: New proposed permissive path that links up existing PROW Ewer/9/1 and Ewer/1103/1. This route
is indicative and will require an undetermined number of footbridges (unlikely to be more than eight in
number) to cross existing watercourses with spans ranging from 4-15m.



